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Change Comes Again to Breezemere Farm
JOAN MACCRACKEN

Change happens. For those
Brooksville residents who have
lived here all their lives, they have
watched their town change. Where
once folks hiked and hunted freely, now there are signs “Private
Property, Keep Out” or “No Hunting Allowed”…where once there
were untouched mountain tops and
high blueberry fields, now large
summer homes dot the hilltops…
access to favorite beaches and
lakes has been limited…property taxes have gone up… “Big
Brother is putting his nose into everything”… “The Callahan Mine
changed everything”… our night

sky is being invaded by “polluting electric lights”… “We lost our
downtown post office and have
to look at that gad awful sign.”…
the Varnumville Road got paved…
Oakland House closed.
Not all change is bad. The old
telephone operator who connected
you to your neighbor is long gone.
Electrification of North Brooksville, referred to as “the dark side”
for years, was a big event. Folks
say the “new” Town House is a
vast improvement over the old one
that was located where the new
Town House parking lot is now.
The old library and town house

shared a common outhouse that is
not missed. What cannot be refuted
is that constant change is here to
stay.
Take Breezemere Farm, for
instance. Built in 1850, the original farmhouse and farm land were
sold by Wheelock Bates to Thurman and Julia Smith Gray around
1915–16. While Thurman was
busy hauling wood by boat to
Bangor, Julia, John Gray’s grandmother, started to take in boarders in 1917. Folks from Boston
took steamboats up to Rockland,
changed to the downeast boat and
were brought up to Brooksville.
The wives and children stayed
while the husbands “commuted”
to Boston.
According to John Gray’s recollection, the first family to room
there was that of Gretchen and
Charles Butcher of the Butcher
Wax Company of Marlborough,
Massachusetts. Eventually, the
Butcher family and their future
generations purchased homes on
the Blue Hill peninsula. Their
granddaughter, the late Susan
Butcher, won four times the Alaska Iditarod Race, an event that our
seventh and eighth graders will
(Continued on page 2)
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Breezemere Farm
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soon go watch in March, 2011.
Small guest cottages were added
to the property, and, in 1948, the
Lodge across the road was built
for the guests. A library, a small
gift shop, shuffleboard, and indoor games provided new indoor
activties.
Thurman and Julia had three
boys, Thornton, known as “TL,”
Carlton, who died as a young lad
in a fishing accident in Goose
Cove in 1914, and Gerald, John
Gray’s father. After high school
Thornton and Gerald went off to
sea. Eventually, when his father
Thurman died of kidney disease in
1940, Gerald returned from working at sea, where he had traveled
up and down the Atlantic coast
and along the St. Lawrence Seaway, to assist his mother with the
Breezemere Farm.
For fifty years, in the summers
and into the fall, Julia, an exceptionally hard worker and excellent
cook, fed three delicious meals a
day to up to 50 guests, with corned
hake and pork-scrap gravy topping
the list. Local Brooksville youth
and family members waited on
tables and cleaned the cottages;
her grandchildren collected eggs,
picked blueberries, attempted
milking the cows, rowed guests to
islands, and helped with the Friday
island lobster bakes on Hog, Eagle
or Butter. (Luckily, for Catholics
at the time, lobster equaled fish.)
Breezemere Farm also hosted
the annual Buck’s Harbor Yacht
Club’s lobster bake.

Gerald, his wife Rena, and
their children lived at Breezemere
Farm with his grandmother until the early 1950’s when Gerald
moved his family into the house
just down the road. With a smile
on his face, John Gray recalls,
“My father called the house, ‘Too
Near’—too near the road and too
near Breezemere Farm. Grandmother would rent anything she
could possibly rent!”
When her son, Gerald, took ill
and died of cancer in 1969, Julia
Gray hung up her spatula and retired as innkeeper/cook. Breezemere Farm closed its doors.
In 1970, Fred Festner bought
the farm but was unable to make
a go of it and lost the place to the
bank. Joan and Jim Lippke purchased Breezemere Farm in 1977
and reopened it to guests in July,
1978. According to Joan, everyone
raved about the breakfasts—homemade granola (with a sign requesting “Please restrict yourself to two
scoops”) and blueberry pancakes
with pure maple syrup. Many locals worked again at Breezemere:
Shelley Berlew, Camille Pascal,
Bill Leck, Nancy Chase, Evangeline Dyer, and many others. Victor
Fowler was the handyman and
Marilyn Robishaw the housekeeper. The lodge was restored by Vernon Ryan, and the floor gleamed
anew. Matt Friedman performed
excellent carpentry work, adding
glass windows to the sunroom.
Folks usually stayed a week or
three or four days. The Lippkes

advertised in DownEast Magazine
and at information booths on the
Maine Turnpike. Overflows from
the Blue Hill Inn were referred to
Breezemere. Once again it was an
active, vibrant place.
Joan Lippke recalls two famous stars who stayed at Breezemere Farms: Hugh Downs, television announcer of The Tonight
Show and co-anchor of the TV
news magazine show, 20/20, from
1978-1999 and Gilda Radner,
comedian of Saturday Night Live
fame. The guests, who came from
many fascinating places, found
great tranquility in Brooksville.
In 1991, after thirteen seasons,
the Lippkes sold Breezemere. According to Joan, running an inn is
lots of work and top on the list of
questions to answer if you dream
of being an innkeeper is “Is your
marriage solid?” A common complaint of new innkeepers is “No
one told me it would be this much
work.”
Since 1991, Breezemere Farm
has passed through several hands.
The land has been divided; the
lodge and the boathouse are no
longer a part of it. Some owners
have been more successful than
others, but once again it is up for
sale. So there will be change again
at Breezemere Farm. And what
might the future hold for this farm
that has played such a significant
part in Brooksville’s history?
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Memorial Walk Raises Funds for Neighborcare
The Michael Bernal Memorial
Walk on Varnumville Road on
July 18 was quite successful. More
than seventy people walked on
a glorious Sunday morning and
gathered for a brief, but moving,
ceremony with special words
and music for Michael and his
family. Over $580 was collected
for Neighborcare in Michael’s
memory. We hope to make this
an annual July community event
and honor the memory of all those
who have died in Brooksville from
July-June of the previous year.

Absence of proof (of risk) is
not proof of absence (of risk).
William Cowper
1731-1800

Congratulations to the Eighth Grade graduating class of
Brooksville Elementary School 2010
Taylor Allen
Bridget Limeburner

Savannah Leaf
Victoria Varnum

Best wishes for a successful high school experience!
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My Recycled Closet
Folks will notice a change
on the Coastal Road when Lee
Dow opens her new store, My
Recycled Closet, which will
carry second-hand consignment
clothing for mostly women and
children (maybe some men’s
clothes). Opening date is late
September. Hours variable. Watch
for the OPEN sign. For further
information call Lee at 3268265. Take Lee your lightly worn
clothing, she’ll price it, sell it and
you get 50% of sale price when
sold. Now that’s some deal.

Holbrook Island Adventure
by Hannah Peasley, age 10 & Anna Sharp, age 10

This is how it all began. We were on a boat driving
to Holbrook Island on a hot, sunny day. Anna’s sister Lily
wanted to go swimming. Everyone else agreed. So, Lily
jumped off the dock. She was wearing her crocs.
Then, sudden disaster! Her croc fell off and went
under the dock. Everyone tried to get the missing shoe,
but they couldn’t because it was way under the dock.
Nobody could reach it! So that was it; the croc was
gone. It never would return to Lily’s foot ever again.
And it is still under the dock to this day.
Word of advice: Never wear your crocs while jumping
off a dock or anything else!
THE END

Free Barbecue
Brooksville & Penobscot
parents of 0 to 5 year olds are invited to a barbecue at Brooksville
Elementary School, Sat., Sept. 18,
4–6 pm. Bring the kids; free childcare. Meet other parents whose
kids are the same age as yours.

People with clenched
fists cannot shake hands.

KARL’S KORNER
Raisin Pie
1/2 cup sugar
3 tablespoons of allpurpose flour
1/2 teaspoon ground
cinnamon
1-1/2 cup raisins
1 tablespoon of butter
1 tablespoon of white
vinegar
1-1/2 cups of cold water
Pastry for double-crust
pie (9-inch)

In a large saucepan, combine the sugar, flour and cinnamon.
Add the raisins, butter, vinegar, and water; cook and stir over
medium heat until thickened. Line a 9-inch pie plate with
bottom crust. Fill with the raisin mixture. Add the top crust,
vent and seal, and flute edges. Cut slits in the top pastry.
Bake at 400 degrees for about 45 minutes or until golden
brown. (Reduce the oven temperature after 22 minutes.)
“This is a tasty pie and inexpensive.”
Karl Webster
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Energy Efficiency Grant Update: SIGN UP NOW!
RALPH CHAPMAN

A contract for Brooksville’s
town-wide home weatherization
initiative has been executed by
both Efficiency Maine (now the
Efficiency Maine Trust) and
the Town of Brooksville. Initial
funds should be arriving within
the month. The $40,512 project,
funded by the federal American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, was conceived by an energy
interest group led by Ralph
Chapman and Harry Madson to
“jump-start” home weatherization
that will provide high rates of
return on investment, and provide
work for area contractors.
The key to the project is
the use of thermal images of all
houses in Brooksville to help
homeowners evaluate their

potential for energy and cost
savings by weatherization retrofits.
Additionally, an estimated ten
homes will have full energy
audits, and five homes will be
weatherized, all at no cost to
homeowners or residents.
Though several steps are
still needed to start the project
and expend the funds, now is the
time to sign up. All residents of
Brooksville are invited to join this
project at no cost. Participants
agree to provide permission for
taking thermal photographs of
the exterior of their home, and to
return two voluntary surveys (one
near the beginning of the project
in the coming months and another
near the end, in about a year).

To sign up, please inform the
town in one of four ways:
1. Drop off sign-up slip (below)
to Gayle Clifford at the Town
House during normal business
hours
2. Mail the slip to: Town of
Brooksville Energy Efficiency
Project, PO Box 314,
Brooksville, ME 04617
3. E-mail the information
on the slip to: gayle@
brooksvillemaine.org
4. Telephone the town offices and
leave a message for Gayle at
326-4518

APPLICATION
I would like to participate, at no cost, in the Brooksville Town-Wide Home Weatherization Initiative.
I hereby give permission for photographs/thermographs to be taken of the exterior of my home.
I understand that I will be asked to fill out two voluntary surveys as part of the project.
Name (please print)
Physical address
Mailing address
Preferred contact (phone number, e-mail address, etc):
Signature

Date
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Activities
Brooksville Elementary School
The school’s website has complete
information on sports, concerts,
fundraising and special events • www.
brooksvilleschool.org • Info: 326-8500
Brooksville Free Public Library
Hours: see box to right • Preschool
Story Hour: Mondays, 10:30 am •
After School Reading Program: Mondays, 2:30–3:30 pm • Book Group:
2nd Monday, 10:00 am Readers’
Cafe: 3rd Sat., 10:00–11:00 am •
Info: 326-4560 or
www.brooksvillelibrary.org
Brooksville Historical Society
meets every second Wed. of the
month at 7 pm at the Town House.
All are welcome • Info: 326-8008 •
denishb@myfairpoint.net
Majabigwaduce Chapter DAR
2nd Monday of each month, 6:30–8
pm, Brooksville Town House • All
women 18 yrs and older welcome •
Info: Joe-Anne Corwin, 326-0533 or
Liz Hotchkiss, 326-8570 •
www.dar.org
Neighborcare
Neighbors helping neighbors.
Volunteers provide free health-related
services, respite, transportation, errands, etc. Call Jeannie Gaudette for
assistance or to volunteer at 326-4735
Get Strong, Get Healthy
Come join us for exercise at the Community Center • Mon., Wed. & Fri.,
7:30–8:45 am, $5 per class (first one
free) • Leader: Sylvia Wilder • Info:
326-4801
West Brooksville
Congregational Church, UCC
Worship: Sundays, 10 am • Rev. Allen
Myers • Info: 326-8283
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Brooksville United
Methodist Church
Buck’s Harbor Sanctuary: Sundays, 9
am • Rev. David Vandiver • Info: 3268564 • david@mainelywired.net
Labyrinth Walks
Monthly labryinth walks continue in
fall, weather and field conditions permitting. Please confirm dates & times
in Packet or by calling • Full moon,
Sat., Oct. 23, 2–3:30 pm Full moon,
Sun., Nov. 21, 2–3:30 pm • Dec. TBA
• Info: 326-8930
Farmers’ Market
Last market day: Sept. 28 • Thanks to
the Brooksville community for your
support! • Info: Costas Christ, 3269099 • cosal@tamusafaris.com
Reversing Falls Sanctuary
Holiday Decor Sale: Sat., Nov. 20,
9–noon • Annual Cookie Walk: Sat.,
Dec. 18, 9–noon • 818 Bagaduce Rd.,
North Brooksville • Info: Gail, 4697850
Healthy Peninsula
Understanding Medicare in Brooksville: Tues., Sept 21, 6:30 pm., Townhouse. All welcome • See article on
page 7 for more details
Meditation
Tibetan Buddhist: Thurs., 6 –7 pm.
Call for location • Info: Philip &
Lydia Osgood, 326-4047
Open Mic
Sun., Sept. 19 at Tinder Hearth • Call
for fall schedule and location • Info:
Tim or Lake, 326-9266
Brooksville Yoga
Unique combination of yoga and
Yamuna Ball Rolling • Wed., 8–10
am, new students welcome. Space is
limited, so please call • Instructor:
Alison Chase • Info: 326-4205

Brooksville Friends and Neighbors
1st Wed. of every month, 6:30–8 pm,
Town House • Info: 326-0916
Brooksville Community Center
Hunter’s Breakfast: Nov • Craft Fair:
Nov. 27 • Christmas Tree Lighting:
early Dec. • Call for dates and for information about rentals • Betsy Jones,
326-8296

To List Your Event
Call or e-mail information two weeks
before Sept. 1, Dec.1, March 1 &
June 1:
Joan MacCracken, 326-0916
e-mail: joanmacc@aol.com

Town Office
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Selectman
Town Clerk
Treasurer
Tax Collector

326-4518
9 am–2 pm
9 am–2 pm
6 pm–8 pm
John Gray
Richard Bakeman
Darrell Fowler
Amber Bakeman
Freida Peasley
Yvonne Redman

Burn Permits at Fire Station
Thursdays from 7–8 pm
Harbormaster Sarah Cox
326-9638
Library
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

326-4560
9 am–5 pm
9 am–5 pm
6 pm–8 pm
9 am–12 noon

Post Office Window
Mon.–Fri.
9:00 am–12 noon
1 pm–4 pm
Saturday
8:30–10:30 am
Post Office Lobby
Mon.–Fri.
7:30 am–4:00 pm
Saturday
7:30 am–10:30 am
Buck’s Harbor Market
326-8683
Mon.-Fri.
7 am–6 pm
Sat. & Sun.
8 am–6 pm

:
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Understanding Medicare in Brooksville
Do you have questions about
how Medicare works? Do you
have problems paying for your
medications? Have you ever
looked at Medicare Advantage
plans as an alternative to basic
Medicare coverage? Would a
Medigap supplemental coverage
plan make sense? Do you know
about Medicare drug plans and
which one to choose? Do you
qualify for any of the subsidized
Medicare/MaineCare coverage
options?
If you are as confused as the
average Mainer about how to
make Medicare work best for
you, come to the Brooksville
Town House on Tuesday evening,
September 21 at 6:30 pm to learn
about the different Medicare
options. Doug Cowan, retired
Brooksville radiologist, has completed training at the Eastern Area
Agency on Aging with the goal
of providing information to local
Brooksville residents as to the
best options for their Medicare
coverage.

The initial presentation on
September 21st will provide
an overview of the Medicare
coverage options, prescription
drug coverage options, supplemental insurance options, and how
to apply for subsidized Medicare
coverage. The talk will be helpful
for anyone who is currently a
Medicare subscriber, anyone
approaching the age of 65, or
anyone trying to figure out for a
parent or older friend what is the
best coverage options for him or
her. Some options are available
only within several months of
your 65th birthday. Signing
up late for Medicare coverage
may significantly increase your
monthly premiums. From mid
October thru December, Doug
will offer individual consultations
at the Town House to help individuals figure out the best Medicare options for him or her. From
November 15 to December 31,
2010, current Medicare recipients
can change their Medicare and
drug plans. Later in the fall,

additional presentations will
provide detailed information about
each of the coverage areas.
For more information, contact
Doug Cowan at 374-3706 or
dougcowan@gmail.com

Your Library Needs You!
The Brooksville Free Public Library
runs on volunteer power, and
without our small, dedicated band, it
would have to shut its doors. Right
now, our library needs more help.
As a volunteer, you could assist
with any number of things: shelving books, assisting patrons with
checking materials in and out, reading with a schoolchild in our Monday after-school reading program,
helping with the automation project
that will get underway this fall, or
perhaps helping support the library
through membership in the Friends
of the Library. There are endless
opportunities available for everyone
who wants to help. Please call the
librarian, Sylvia Tapley, at 326-4560
during library hours.
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Check it out!
www.brooksvillemaine.org

The Brooksville Breeze originated as a newletter to increase community communication, thus supporting the mission of Brooksville Friends & Neighbors (BFN)
to strengthen and encourage local activities that promote health, both physical and
emotional. The Breeze welcomes your comments, suggestions and donations to
offset costs of printing and mailing. It is published four times a year.

Tell us who you are:
Brooksville Friends & Neighbors, P.O. Box 101, Brooksville, ME 04617
Name
Address
City

State

Zip

Phone
E-mail

Summer Resident? Don’t Live in Brooksville? To receive The Breeze
by e-mail, send us your e-mail and a donation. No e-mail? If snail mail
required, we’d appreciate a donation.
We welcome your comments and suggestions for articles

EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT!
Vote Tuesday
November 2
Town Office
10:00 am til 8:00 pm

R

New voters must register and bring
proof of ID with driver’s license or
photo ID and Social Security number
and proof of Brooksville residency
(motor vehicle registration or income
tax return or fishing/hunting license).
Registration may be done on the day
of the election.
Absentee/early voting may be done
by any registered voter, no reason
required. Contact Amber Bakeman
at the Town Office by phone 3264518, in writing, or in person for an
application.

