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Winters Past: Maine Lake Ice Company
		

JOAN MACCRACKEN

In winters past, our beautiful Walker’s Pond relinquished its pristine
winter product to the Maine Lake Ice Company, once called “the largest natural ice plant” in the world. At its peak of operations, the Maine
Lake Ice Company boasted a complex structure of conveyor tracks with
cogwheels powered by steam-driven engines and four giant ice-storage
sheds, two on the ridge near the Herrick Road and two down the hill by
the granite wharf jutting out into the Punch Bowl on Eggemoggin Reach.
Over 120,000 tons of ice were shipped yearly on large four- or five-masted
schooners to Baltimore, Washington DC, the Caribbean, and South America. It’s been written that one shipment of ice, insulated with sawdust, made
it to Calcutta, India.
In the late 1890’s, while visiting in Sargentville, George B. Foster of
Pennsylvania saw the potential for the ice plant with Walker’s Pond located so close to the saltwater shipping avenues of Penobscot Bay. With
others, he formed the company, cleared the land, and began construction
just over the border in Brooksville in 1899. Harvesting the ice occurred at

a critical stage of ice depth. The ice
had to be at least 18 inches thick,
but not too thick to pass beneath
the first planing blade. At the right
moment, many workers were needed, often times more than locally
available, and men from the Bangor area were recruited and put up
in a boarding house located next
to the large shed on top of the hill.
On the pond, a dock that received
the cut “ice cakes” was connected
to an 800-foot runway, rising 83
vertical feet to the ridge. These
blocks were transported up the
hill at three-foot intervals by the
cogwheel. From there, the blocks
followed a level track and went
through a series of planes, cutting
the blocks to a uniform 21 inches.
Initially, these blocks were then
lowered downhill 2,500 feet to the
storage houses near the seashore.
Later, the blocks were stored at the
top of the hill in even larger sheds.
The largest ice house was 376 feet
long, 152 feet wide, and 50 feet
high. The storage sheds were insulated with triple construction using
sawdust and air space. A granite
foundation supported the walls, but
because of its collective weight,
the ice sat directly on the ground.
The ice blocks were covered with
hay. Sawdust was not used, as it
was found to prevent the smooth
descent of the blocks to the wharf.
(Continued on page 2)
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Maine Lake Ice Company
continued from page 1

An ingenious elevator, using counterweights, lowered the
blocks from the filled rooms to the
descending runway when shipping
was imminent. Each cake averaged
430 lbs. With an ice pickpole, the
men pushed the slippery blocks
onto the wharf and down onto the
waiting ship. There, with a counterweighted platform, the blocks
were lowered into the hold.
Captain Bert Chatto, the ice
company’s pilot, escorted the big
schooners up the Reach to West
Penobscot Bay to Robinson Rock
about five miles off the southern tip of Islesboro. It is said he
dropped over the side of the huge
vessel and rowed back fifteen
miles in his little peapod “no matter what the hour or the tide.” His
diary records that the very first
load of ice was shipped in the
schooner Albert T. Stearns, with
Captain Chase, to Baltimore. All
year long, shipments left once or
twice a week, frequently on the
five-masted Mary F. Barrett, Gardiner Deering, and Fannie Palmer.
Charles K. Foster, son of the
originator, managed the operation.
He saw it passed to many different
owners. At one point it was called
the Mountain Ice Company. With
the invention of refrigeration and
the spread of electricity, the ice
business as a large operation on
Walker’s Pond came to an end in
1916. Charles Foster purchased the
entire plant, land, and buildings.
The buildings and runways were
torn down, and, with Maine frugality, he salvaged and sold the lumber, engines, generators, and scrap
steel. This once-flourishing business, which touted its ice to “have

a quality and purity unsurpassed,”
faded back into the granite ledge
and waters of Walker’s Pond.
Small, local ice harvesting continued on Walker Pond for at least
another three or four decades. (See

Brooksville Ski Club
to offer weekend cross
country skiing for families or
anyone, if and when it snows.
For info, call Susan Chase at
326-9324
we are still looking for
equipment donations

accompanying article by Edson
Blodgett). Today, the still, clear
waters of Walker’s Pond hardly
suggest an image of such a significant part of our local and national
history.
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Ice Harvesting in Brooksville
EDSON BLODGETT

As an 8- to 12-year-old child
in the mid-40’s, the Maine Lake
Ice Company was long gone,
but I definitely remember an annual small-scale operation in the
vicinity of what is now Camp
Winniaugwamach, where about
a dozen men harvested ice for local consumption and about a half
dozen trucks delivered the product
to local ice houses in town for
the two months of January and
February. Usually in late January,
ice harvesting on Walker’s Pond
began in earnest. The thickness
of the ice had reached at least 16
inches in depth, a useful size and
practical for residential use. Ray
Gray owned a substantial ice house
behind his store. Put into today’s
parlance, when you eat supper at
Buck’s Restaurant, you are essentially sitting in the location of
Ray’s old ice house. I remember
riding with Dad while hauling
the ice from the pond to Ray’s
and probably a dozen private ice
houses throughout the town. The
individual blocks were loaded onto
the trucks using a small-scale chain
runway similar to the one operated
by the early Maine Lake Ice Company at the other end of the pond.
Upon arrival at the ice house location elsewhere in town, the blocks
were removed using ice tongs, one
block at a time. We placed them in
layers separated by sawdust to prevent them from freezing together.
A layer of sawdust was placed
around each block to prevent all
sides from freezing. This process
was adequate to ensure available
ice blocks or “cakes” until Labor
Day each year. 		
This industry and the intensive

labor involved takes us only to the
point of getting ready to use the
product. Let us not forget the shopping done at the local store here in
Brooksville on a warm July afternoon. And in 1950 we had about
12 to14 stores to choose from in
the Brooksville-Cape Rosier territory. Milk usually was obtained
from our own cows or a neighbor’s
farm. We needed ice in the ice box.
If we possess our own ice house,
the 8-year-old children should be
big enough to go out in the ice
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house, uncover a block of ice under the sawdust, and bring the cake
in and get it into the ice box. The
ice block is placed in the ice box
in a compartment approximately 2
cubic feet in size, lined with light
metal. A hole in the bottom of the
compartment with a drain pipe allows the water to run down into a
pan at the bottom of the ice box as
the block melts. In the compartment adjacent to or below the ice
compartment, a couple of shelves
hold the groceries to keep cool.

Your groceries are now properly
stored for later use.
Difficult, cold work while
harvesting the ice in February,
awkward wrestling putting the ice
block in the correct compartment
in July, making sure you keep the
other ice in the icehouse covered
with sawdust, and now Mum will
prepare supper from cool food.
Life is improving from the time of
cave man’s ice age! Now the crisis
can occur which will disrupt domestic harmony. Who will remember to empty the water
pan before it overflows
from the melting ice
block before every one
goes to bed?!? And
while you are building the wood fire in
the stove to prepare
breakfast, don’t forget
to empty the water pan
again because the ice
continued to melt while
you were all sleeping!!
Now I suppose
you want an electric refrigerator to make your
life easier! Your continued emphasis on making your
life easier has caused a respectable
ice industry to disappear. The next
things to disappear are the footwear and textile industries. And
today, Tradewinds and Sam’s Club
replace our 12 to 14 local stores.
Luckily, the Brooksville Historical
Society Museum displays a real
ice box and samples of the old ice
industry tools to see and touch.
We’re lucky to live in a community
that has an interesting and evolving
history!
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Town News
Ordinance Review Committee
The new Brooksville Ordi
nance Review Committee has its
work cut out. Within a matter of
a few months, five new ordinance
requests need to be attended to.
The moratorium ordinance on cell
towers, which passed in October,
called for an ordinance to be
written on cell towers. This is the
first ordinance that the committee
will address, due to the restriction
of 180 days of the moratorium,
which can be extended to 360
days. They have reviewed other
towns’ cell tower ordinances as
guides, and a draft is being written.
Another moratorium ordinance
is needed on wind towers to
protect the town until the wind
tower ordinance is voted on. Three
other ordinances also need to be
written. An ordinance on aerial

blueberry spraying was called for
by a citizens’ petition submitted
this fall to ban aerial spraying.
Another ordinance regarding lowinterest loans for weatherization
of homes is mostly a formality
for the town in order to be able to
have citizens access these loans.
The final ordinance is in regards to
local food issues. The citizens of
Brooksville must vote on all these
ordinances.
The Ordinance Review
Committee is comprised of the
members of the Planning Board
and some of the members of the
Comprehensive Plan Committee.
Citizens are invited to attend the
review committee meetings and
voice their opinions and give
suggestions. Only members of the
Planning Board and the former

Comprehensive Plan Committee
will be voting members on the
Ordinance Review Committee. At
some point, new members of the
Comprehensive Plan Committee
will need to be appointed, and
interested citizens should contact
the selectmen for appointment.
Official meeting dates for
ordinances: For the wind-power
development moratorium and
PACE ordinances—Dec 16,
Informational Meeting; Jan
13, Public Hearing; Jan 27,
Special Town Meeting. For
the telecommunications tower,
local food, and aerial spraying
ordinances—Feb 3, Informational
Meeting; Feb 17, Public Hearing;
Mar 7/8, Polls/Annual Town
Meeting.

Save Money on Your Heating Costs
HARRY MADSON, GRANT PROJECT MANAGER

The Town of Brooksville has
received a $40,512 grant funded
by the Federal American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act to jump start
home weatherization efforts that
will provide a high rate of return,
significantly reducing your home
heating costs. The grant funds
three major efforts: (1) provides
250 homes with a “special” photo
showing where you have insufficient insulation and are losing
heat (valued at $75); (2) ten homes
will receive a detailed assessment
of ways to make your home more
energy efficient (valued at $500);
and (3) five homes will receive

weatherization upgrades, such as
improved attic insulation, new
thermostats, and sealing air leaks
by windows and doors (valued at
$2,500).
Weatherization of your home
does make a difference. It is the
single most important factor in reducing your cost of heating. I was
part of an effort to measure savings
after completing the weatherization of 242 low-income homes in
Eastern Maine from 2006 to 2008.
As examples, after weatherization, a home in Addison used 20%
less oil; a house in Bearing saved
19% on fuel costs. If the average

home in Maine uses 1,000 gallons
a year and the current cost of home
heating oil is $2.75 per gallon and
weatherization could save 20%,
your YEARLY COST SAVING
WOULD BE $550.00
To participate in this grant,
get a free heat-loss photo of your
home, and possibly a free energy
audit and weatherization, just say
“YES” and provide your name,
address and phone number. Call
Gayle at the Town Office (3264518) with your information or
e-mail gayle@brooksvillemaine.
org or stop by the Town Office to
complete a brief application.
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Community of Performing Artists Program
ROBIN BYRNE

The lively sounds of music,
shuffling young feet and ample
applause can be heard coming
from the Brooksville School gym
at least once a month as the newly
created Community of Performing
Artists Program (COPAP) gathers
for assembly. The program was
born out of a need seen by me,
Brooksville school parent, Robin
Byrne. My goal was to expose
the students to as many genres of
music by way of guest performers
as possible in a school year.
We have so many very talented
musicians, dancers and theater
artists in our community. What
better way for them to share their
art with us than to bring it right
into our school for our students
and families.
With the help of school art
teacher and neighbor, Becky Poole,
there was a line written into the
school budget to pay different
performers to visit each month for
a lecture/demonstration-style show.
This is such a wonderful way
to connect community through
entertainment and education. So
far we have had Brooksville’s
own Lake Larsson and her ukelele

students, who had, as their special
guests, Brooksville School’s
seventh and eighth grade class join
them for two songs! As it turns
out, these students are studying
ukelele as part of their music
curriculum this year. Lake was
gracious enough to come into
school to work with the students,
readying them for their premier
performance. It was a huge success
and enjoyed by all.
November brought us the
African drumming group
NGOMA (en-goma) from Blue
Hill. NGOMA is a dynamic
group of percussionists led by
Master Drummer Baba Kevin
Campbell. The group represents
the celebration of music through
the voice of the drum. Their
performance was filled with
energetic explosions of visually
stunning drumming and dancing.
They performed traditional
rhythms from Mali, Senegal
and Guinea dating back to the
ninth century, as well as original
compositions by Baba Kevin.
There will be no performance in
December because of an otherwise
busy schedule, but kicking off the

new year in January, joining us
from Blue Hill and Brooksville,
will be the group HOOT!!, led by
singer-songwriter Kim Peralta.
Kim, formerly of Rebel Red,
now has this newly formed trio
consisting of herself as lead
guitarist and singer, Lake Larsson
on bass and Brian Loring on
drums. Kim is planning on handing
out percussive instruments to
the students to engage them in
audience participation. This is sure
to be an enthusiastic and exuberant
show!
Planned for the spring months
are performances by George
Stevens Academy’s top-rated
student jazz combo and local
indie rock band, The Black Tie
Fiasco. Other guests are to be
announced. Look for information
pertaining to dates and times in
the Brooksville school newsletter.
These performances are not just
for the students; all family and
neighbors are invited. Come join
the community and enjoy!

AT HOME Downeast
Support for Aging in Place

Oakland H
ouse S
eso
Ho
See a s ide R
Reso
esorrt
Cottage Rentals & Small Weekend Weddings
On the Shore of Eggemoggin Reach.
Brooksville, Maine
207-359-8521
www.oaklandho u s e.com

Want to be a volunteer?
Want to be a member?
Want to learn more?
Watch for
neighborhood meetings.
Call 326-0916
Joan MacCracken
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Activities
Brooksville Elementary School
The school’s website has complete information on sports, concerts, fundraising and special events • Brooksville to
Alaska: Breakfasts, Dec. 11, Jan. 8 &
Feb. 5. Fishing Derby and chowder/
soup supper in Feb. • www.brooksvilleschool.org • Info: 326-8500
Brooksville Free Public Library
Hours: see box to right • Open House,
Mon., March 7, 3–5 pm. Stop in after
voting • Preschool Story Hour: Mondays, 10:30 am • After School Reading Program: Mondays, 2:30–3:30 pm
• Book Group: 2nd Monday, 10:00 am
• Readers’ Cafe: 3rd Sat., 10:00–11:00
am • Info: 326-4560 or www.brooksvillelibrary.org
Brooksville Historical Society
meets every second Wed. of the month
at 7 pm at the Town House. All are
welcome • Info: 326-8008 • denishb@
myfairpoint.net
Majabigwaduce Chapter DAR
meeting in Dec. 2010 & March 2011
(Jan. & Feb. off). Dec. meeting at W.
Brooksville Congo Church, 1 pm.
March meeting time TBA • All women
18 yrs and older welcome • Info:
Joe-Anne Corwin, 326-0533 or Liz
Hotchkiss, 326-8570 • www.dar.org
Neighborcare
Neighbors helping neighbors.
Volunteers provide free health-related
services, respite, transportation, errands, etc. Call Jeannie Gaudette for
assistance or to volunteer at 326-4735
Get Strong, Get Healthy
Come join us for exercise at the Community Center • Mon., Wed. & Fri.,
7:30–8:45 am, $5 per class (first one
free) • Leader: Sylvia Wilder • Info:
326-4801

West Brooksville
Congregational Church, UCC
Christmas Eve candlelight service, Fri.,
Dec. 24, 7 pm. All are welcome! • Free
quarterly community breakfast, Sat.,
Jan. 22, 7:30 –9 am. Bring a friend and
make a few, too • Worship: Sundays,
10 am • Rev. Allen Myers • Info: 3268283
Brooksville United
Methodist Church
Buck’s Harbor Sanctuary: Family
Christmae Eve candlelight service, 6
pm. Bring non-perishable foods and
clothing for Tree of Life/Turnstyle •
Worship: Sundays, 10 am • Rev. David
Vandiver • Info: 326-8564 • david@
mainelywired.net
Reversing Falls Sanctuary
Annual Cookie Walk: Sat., Dec. 18,
9–noon. Info: Gail, 469-7850 • Advent
Spiral, Sun., Dec. 19, 4 pm. Snow date:
Tues., Dec.21. 6:30 pm • Spiritual Film
Series, ongoing • The Women’s Circle,
first Sun. of month through May, 4 pm
• 818 Bagaduce Rd., North Brooksville

Brooksville Friends and Neighbors
1st Wed. of every month, 6:30–8 pm,
Town House • Info: 326-0916

To List Your Event
Call or e-mail information two weeks
before Sept. 1, Dec.1, March 1 &
June 1:
Joan MacCracken, 326-0916
e-mail: joanmacc@aol.com

Town Office		
326-4518
Monday
9 am–2 pm
Wednesday
9 am–2 pm
Thursday
6 pm–8 pm
Selectmen
		
		
Town Clerk
Treasurer
Tax Collector

John Gray
Richard Bakeman
Darrell Fowler
Amber Bakeman
Freida Peasley
Yvonne Redman

Burn Permits at Fire Station
Thursdays from 7–8 pm

Meditation
Tibetan Buddhist: Thurs., 6 –7 pm.
Call for location • Info: Philip & Lydia
Osgood, 326-4047

Harbormaster Sarah Cox
			
326-9638

Open Mic
Second Sunday of every month this
winter, 5–8 pm. It’s a potluck • Info:
Tim or Lake, 326-9266

Library		
326-4560
Monday
9 am–5 pm
Wednesday
9 am–5 pm
Thursday
6 pm–8 pm
Saturday
9 am–12 noon

Brooksville Yoga
Unique combination of yoga and
Yamuna Ball Rolling • Wed., 9–11 am,
all levels welcome • 5 Black Bear Rd. •
Alison Chase • Info: 326-4205
Brooksville Community Center
Call for dates and for information
about rentals • Betsy Jones, 326-8296

Post Office Window
Mon.–Fri.
9:00 am–12 noon
		
1 pm–4 pm
Saturday
8:30–10:30 am
Post Office Lobby
Mon.–Fri.
7:30 am–4:00 pm
Saturday
7:30 am–10:30 am
Buck’s Harbor Market
326-8683
Mon.-Fri.
7 am–6 pm
Sat. & Sun.
8 am–6 pm
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Brooksville to
Alaska

Award-winning recipe by
Brooksville’s own
Charlotte Crowder Shaughnessy
Selected at the Second Annual Chowder Cook-Off
at the Foliage and Wine Festival in Blue Hill

Crowder Chowder with a Twist
Chowder Base:
2 Tbs butter, melted
1 medium onion, coarsely
chopped
3 cups chicken broth
1/2 tsp salt
2 medium potatoes, diced
1-1/2 lbs haddock
1/2 cup heavy cream
A grinding of white pepper
The Twist:
Sea Urchin Cream:
Roe from 6 to 8 sea urchins
1/4 cup heavy cream

What’s the only food that
doesn’t spoil?
Honey

1. Sauté onions in melted
butter for 20 minutes
over very low heat.
2. Pour chicken broth into
pot and bring to a boil.
3. Add salt and potatoes and
simmer over medium heat
for 10 minutes.
4. Add fish and simmer
2 minutes until fish
becomes opaque.
5. Remove pot from heat
and add 1/2 cup heavy
cream.
6. Whisk sea urchin into
1/4 cup heavy cream,
then press the mixture
through a fine sieve with
the back of a wooden
spoon.
7. Add sea urchin cream to
chowder base.

Brooksville to Alaska is on
track to fly out of Bangor on March
3 for nine days in Alaska. Fundraising has gone amazingly well,
thanks to the hard work of students and support of the peninsula
community.
The group has raised $26,500
of the $30,000 needed. The most
recent event was a 5K I-Did-ARun. Thirty-four people and one
dog took off from the Brooksville
School on a crisp November morning. Philip Shaheen, the first finisher, arrived back in twenty-three
minutes. All participants completed
the course, with long-time supporter Edson Blodgett receiving the red
lantern. Many people spent time
enjoying food and conversation
at the on-going breakfast. Thanks
go to Thomas Cooper, Darrell
Fowler, and David Coomer from
the Brooksville Fire Department
for their help. This run was another
example of the group’s commitment to hosting high-quality, fun
family events.
Brooksville to Alaska’s breakfasts have become extremely popular social events and will continue
on Dec. 11, Jan. 8 and Feb. 5.
Following up on last year’s success, a second fishing derby and
chowder/soup supper will be held
in February. Brooksville 2011 calendars are still available for $12.
Check out the school website at
www.brooksvilleschool.org or the
blog at www.bes2alaska.blogspot.
com to see what’s happening, now
and while students are in Alaska.
Contact Nada Lepper 326-8500 or
nadalepper@gmail.com for more
information.
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Check it out!
www.brooksvillemaine.org

The Brooksville Breeze originated as a newletter to increase community communication, thus supporting the mission of Brooksville Friends & Neighbors (BFN)
to strengthen and encourage local activities that promote health, both physical and
emotional. The Breeze welcomes your comments, suggestions and donations to
offset costs of printing and mailing. It is published four times a year.

Tell us who you are:

Brooksville Friends & Neighbors, P.O. Box 101, Brooksville, ME 04617
Name
Address
City

State

Zip

Phone
E-mail

We hope you enjoy this free quarterly newsletter. Since our printing
costs have increased, we would appreciate any donation—$5, $10, $20
or more—toward these expenses. Thank you.
We continue to welcome your comments and suggestions for articles:

The happiest of holidays to
our friends and neighbors
from all us of at
The Brooksville Breeze

