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Memories of Brooksville—Grace Dillon
KATHLEEN CALDWELL

Grace Dillon, 88, and a current
resident of South Brooksville,
was born March 28, 1923
and grew up in Brooksville.
Here are some excerpts from a
November 2010 conversation
with her.
What are some of your memories of your early years in
Brooksville?
Well, I was brought up by
my aunts and my grandmother—and my two uncles. It was
always a very happy home life.
Lots of music and singing. They
taught me to play the piano—
or tried to; they taught me the
violin. Then later I played the
viola in the Bangor Symphony.
I wanted a cello, but it was very
expensive. I went three years
to the music conservatory in
Bangor from 1940-43.
The roads were terrible. You
never went in to Blue Hill on
Route 15 in the spring because
it was mud up to your hubcaps.
You’d have to go down around
through Brooklin. I went to
South Blue Hill for school in
third and fourth grades because
my aunts [Ella and Harriet]
were teaching school there. We
stayed over there during the

week. Then they’d come home
on the weekends to help out my
grandmother. I remember night
after night coming home in
the dark. Sometimes the lights
would fail, and Aunt Ella would
stand on the running board
with a flashlight. They always
had a car as far back as I can
remember. It was used only for
business or to visit a little bit,
but not much. To go to see Fort
Knox or something like that,
you never did those things. I’m
thinking that 1928 was the first
car they got.
My aunts were always giving a play. The last 10 years

that Aunt Ella lived, they
gave a play every year—the
money going to the Historical
Society, I think. When I was
a kid, it was at Forester’s Hall
[later the high school]. I remember sitting there with my
patent leather shoes sticking
out, and my white stockings.
Myrtle [Condon] and Evelyn
[Chatto] and Bernie Gray [now
Schonbeck] were sitting in the
front row. The aunts were on
WLBZ radio for several weeks
one year in a program called
“Sailing with the Condon
Sisters.” Probably in the 20’s or
30’s. There were two Carolina
songs. One was “Nothing Could
Be Finer Than to Be in Carolina
in the Morning,” and the other
was “Carolina Moon.” Aunt
Beth started playing one of
them and brother Edmund started singing the other one. That
didn’t go over too well with the
aunts, as I remember. Aunt Beth
had a gift for music, you know.
You’d say, “Aunt Beth, do you
know such and such?” And
she’d say, “Well, hum it, dear.”
I’d hum it to her and she’d say,
“What key do you want it in?”
(Continued on page 2)
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I remember riding with the
mailman when they had the
mail in bags and they hung it
on a nail on a stick. One of the
mailmen was Bobby Gray’s
grandfather, and Mr. Green was
another. My aunts seemed old
to me, so I’d get a little bored
and they’d send me over to
Aunt Kit’s because she had four
children. So I’d ride over there
with the mailman and I’d ride
shotgun, you see, and hang the
mailbags.
I waited on tables at
Caterpillar Hill for my Uncle
Jay in my late teens. Uncle Jay
had a grocery store, luncheon
and diner, and gas tanks. He
said he didn’t get any money
from it, that he just had it as a
convenience for people. There
were three places to get gas
in South Brooksville—Ray
Gray’s, Uncle Ralph had it, and
Condon’s Garage. But we didn’t
use the car to “frolic” around
because gas cost money—at
least 10 cents a gallon!

“Wayne, weren’t you afraid that
someone would knock you over
the head?” And he said, “Why?
I didn’t have any money and
they didn’t have any money.” It
was, you know, totally different
than now. We would have called
Wayne a hobo in those days of
the Depression. When I met
him, he’d been in every state in
the union.

Are there things about the quality of your life growing up that
is missing for kids today?
I don’t think kids today
would go to school with three
tops and two or three pairs of
slacks. We wore skirts, except in the winter when we
wore ski pants. And you didn’t
mind because everyone else
was that way. In the mid-30’s
my husband Wayne bummed
around the country and I asked,

What were you doing in D.C.?
I taught school in
Maryland—Prince George’s
County—for three years, teaching music to first through eighth
graders. Then later I spent nine
years at the Central Intelligence
Agency, leaving just before
the Bay of Pigs. You know that
wouldn’t have happened if I’d
still been there! [laughing] I
enjoyed living in Washington.
I’d go to dances with a bunch

How did you meet your husband
Wayne?
He grew up on a farm in
Leipsic, Ohio. My brother and
Wayne worked together in
Alaska. My brother Edmund
came down and spent several
months with me in Washington,
D.C. We went over to see
Wayne’s brother, Carl, in
Virginia. Then Edmund went
back to Alaska. Later when
Wayne came to visit his brother
Carl, he invited me over for
lunch. We met. We were married 6 weeks later. I was 38. He
was 45. It was 1961.

of girls and come home at 10 or
11 at night. Never thought anything about it. Everything has
changed now, and it’s too bad
for young people. Then after we
married, we studied Spanish in
Mexico and Arizona. Then we
went to Fairbanks, Alaska, for
about 12 years. I had several
jobs, but toward the end worked
for the police department. We
retired in 1978 and came back
to Brooksville.
What do you think of education
today?
I think it’s good that they’re
learning three or four languages.
We’ve been very remiss in years
gone by. Wayne had a friend in
Switzerland who knew four or
five languages.

Grace, then Grace Ladd, in 1941
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Why do you think teaching languages and music are so important to keep in the schools?
Well, it’s…I don’t like to
say it’s the “nicer” side of life,
but it’s the happier side of life, I
think.
Where did your aunts get their
ideas about valuing education,
the arts, travel?
I think they got it from my
grandfather, James Condon.
He and my grandmother Grace
used to go to Bangor to concerts. (Now I’m assuming that
this was before they had 13
children!) My grandfather was
unusual that way. So, I think
it just rubbed off. I wish I had
listened because I could have
learned more about my grandparents [and those times] from
the aunts. I know that my grandfather owned several lumber
mills. Also, I know that Father
has said to me that Brooksville
was really a growing place
when he was growing up. There

was a lot of activity—the granite mining, the boat building,
the summer lodges.
You’ve been through almost
nine decades of technological
changes. Which ones created
the biggest cultural shifts?
I think starting with TV.
Radio was not good in this
locality. We had a radio and I
never could listen to it because
it was all static. I still don’t care
for radio. But all you had to do
was buy your TV and plug it
in. For the most part, TV was
a plus because people who are
confined at home or in a nursing
home can see the world through
TV. We watched the news three
times a day, Desi and Lucy,
Lawrence Welk, Jack Benny—
all those shows.
What do you think about 24hour news? Has it improved TV
or is it over the top?
I think it’s over the top. Well,
anything big that happens, like

the towers in New York, you
see it over and over and over
again. And every year they repeat it. And what’s going on in
Afghanistan. It must be very
difficult for parents who have
sons and daughters over there.
What advice would you give to
a young woman today?
Oh dear, I just don’t know.
I’d certainly tell her to learn a
few languages and to do a little
traveling before she settled
down. Because I think that we
can learn from other people—
that ours is not the only way!
Did you ever have any
doubts about coming back to
Brooksville or did you always
know you would?
I didn’t always know I
would. But Aunt Beth was here
alone, so I thought it was payback time. I’m happy that I did.
I feel at home here—even if it
is almost as out of the way as
Alaska!
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At Home Downeast—A New Twist on an Old Story
JOAN MACCRACKEN

Neighbors helping neighbors. That’s what we would like
our communities to continue
to do. And that’s what Maine
communities and neighbors
have done for years. Helping
folks out with emergencies has
always been a part of our neighborhoods. And we are all very
lucky for that. But as our town,
our county, and our state ages,
we wonder if we have the ability to continue to provide these
services for all who will need
and want them over an extended
period of time. Regarding age,
Brooksville has the privilege
of being the oldest town, in the
oldest county, in the oldest state
in the United States. But with
age, hopefully comes wisdom.
Along with carefully encouraging the independent spirit present in so many Maine people,
we need to figure out a way to
help one another.
Recently at a recent meeting
to discuss this new organization
to support those wanting to stay
at home as they age, Jean McConnell, a resident of Brooksville, noted that having been a
very independent person all her
life, she finds it very hard to ask
for help. She said that she has
younger friends who tell her all
the time, “Just call us, we can
help you anytime.” But she still
finds it hard.
Another Brooksville resident, Jean Webster, replied that
she learned a good lesson during the time she was receiving

help from her church friends
who drove her to Bangor for her
radiation treatments. Feeling
somewhat like she was being
an imposition, she apologized
for requiring the assistance.
Addressing that emotion, the
volunteer driver responded, “It
is a gift you are giving me, for
allowing me to help another.”
And ever since then, Jean has
had an easier time asking for
and accepting help.
Most people love to help
other people, but finding the
best way to do that is sometimes
the challenge. Locally, we have
been very lucky to have Neighborcare ready to assist people
in need. And they have done
so now for many years, quietly
without fanfare.
As we see a growing desire
for the older population to remain in their homes and their
community, we have begun to
explore the idea of a membership organization that offers
certain basic services as well as
one phone number to find reliable resources in the community. In our rural communities,
transportation needs are great
and public transportation options are few, if non-existent.
At Home Downeast will
be a membership-based program under the auspices of
Washington Hancock Community Agency (WHCA) just like
Friendship Cottage. The goal is
to involve all nine communities
on the Blue Hill Peninsula and

serve up to 225 members (average 25 per town). The current
concept is to guarantee rides for
up to four times a month within
a 50-mile radius (includes Bangor) to medical appointments,
weekly grocery delivery (we’ve
already been given a van by
Tradewinds), weekly prescription delivery, an initial safety
assessment by a trained healthcare worker, and a visit twice a
month, if desired, by a licensed
health care provider to help
with medication boxes.
There will be a program
manager as well as local town
coordinators to recruit members, schedule rides, recruit
volunteers, and match up member needs with volunteer availability. Depending on the talents
of the volunteers, other services
can be offered. A telephone network will provide friendly calls.
Coordination with the hospitals
may be made to facilitate rides
home from the hospital after
an emergency admission and
potential emergency meals for a
few days after discharge.
At Home Downeast wants
to be able to assist all seniors
(Continued on next page)
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who would like to join this program. Heavily discounted membership fees will be available to
those with lower incomes.
We hope to begin the service later this year and now are
working on specifics as well as
reaching out to the citizens to
present our progress so far.
Eric Chase (326-9694),
Gayle Clifford (326-8824),
and Joan MacCracken (3260916) of Brooksville have been
involved on the steering committee for over a year, meeting
every two weeks. Please feel
free to contact any of them for
further information and watch
for further information in the
Packet and for future informational meetings.
We believe there is a need.
We believe there are people
who would like to help out their
neighbors. We just want to set
up a network to make this happen for our community.

Everybody always freaks about getting older, but I believe every
wrinkle is an experience they have had, every smile line a forgotten joke,
every gray hair a stressful day at work.
They always tell you stories about when they were young or when
they were in the war. Personally, I like listening to their stories and
hearing about the old store that used to be here, how their house where
they were born was where the kitchen table is now, how they would walk
to school every day and how each section of Brooksville had its own
school. I like the stories of when they lost or gained a friend in war or
before there was TV when they would sit by the radio and wait for their
favorite broadcasts to come on.
Some things you might think have been here forever until you think
about it. Like how computers seem so simple to us, but we’ve grown up
with the technology; it wasn’t around when they were kids. They wrote
letters, not e-mails, wrote with pencils, not a keyboard. They learned to
bake in a kitchen at their house while some of us bake on the internet.
Can you believe someday
we’ll be the ones telling the stories
about how Brooksville used to be?
How “giant” our cell phones towers
were. How many of us did not
have wireless. What will your great
grandchildren think about “our”
Brooksville?
EMMA WEED
Sixth grader, BES

Look Ahead to Summer at the Library
Brooksville Free Public Library will be hosting their annual Summer
Reading Program from June through August. This year’s theme is “One
World, Many Stories.” Children from pre- school through grade 12 who
are interested should preregister. Volunteers who are interested in helping
should call 326-4560. The Library is thrilled to have Bri the Reading Dog
return this summer. Bri is back by popular demand! We are currently in the
midst of planning other programs for the summer of 2011. There will be
more information at a later date, so stay tuned.
SYLVIA TAPLEY
Head Librarian

This is a story about four
people: Everybody, Somebody,
Anybody and Nobody. There was
an important job to be done
and Everybody was asked to
do it. Everybody was sure that
Somebody would do it. Anybody
could have done it, but Nobody
did. Somebody got angry (about
that) because it was Everybody’s
job. Everybody knew that
Anybody could do it, but Nobody
realized that Somebody wouldn’t
do it. And it ended up that
Everybody blamed Somebody
when Nobody did what Anybody
could have done.
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Activities
Community Breakfast to greet new
Brooksville residents
Sat., May 7, 7:30–9:00 am, West
Brooksville Congregational Church.
Come meet your neighbors, old and
new. Sponsored by Brooksville Friends
& Neighbors and the West Brooksville
Congregational Church. If you know
a new neighbor or are a new resident
in 2010–2011, please give a call for
information • Joyce Leck, 326-4239 or
Lola Bogyo, 326-4530
Brooksville Elementary School
The school’s website has complete
information on sports, concerts, fundraising and special events • Project Fair
and Book Fair: April 27, 6 pm • Spring
Concert: May 24, 6:30 pm • Graduation: June 14, 7:00 pm • www.brooksvilleschool.org • Info: 326-8500
Brooksville Free Public Library
Hours: see box to right • Preschool
Story Hour: Mondays, 10:30 am •
Book Group: 2nd Monday, 10:00 am •
Readers’ Cafe: 3rd Sat., 10:00–11:00
am • Info: 326-4560 or www.brooksvillelibrary.org
Brooksville Historical Society
meets every second Wed. of the month
at 7 pm at the Town House. All are
welcome • Info: 326-8008 • denishb@
myfairpoint.net
Majabigwaduce Chapter DAR
2nd Monday of each month, 6:30–8
pm, Brooksville Town House • All
women 18 yrs and older welcome •
Info: Joe-Anne Corwin, 326-0533 •
www.dar.org
Brooksville Community Center
Call for dates and for information
about rentals • Betsy Jones, 326-8296

Farmers’ Market
Every Tuesday, 9:30am–12 noon, May
31–Sept. 27,. across from the Brooksville Community Center on Cornhill
Rd. • Costas Christ, 326-9099 • cosal@
tamusafaris.com
Neighborcare
Neighbors helping neighbors.
Volunteers provide free health-related
services, respite, transportation, errands, etc. Call Jeannie Gaudette for
assistance or to volunteer at 326-4735
Get Strong, Get Healthy
Come join us for exercise at the Community Center • Mon., Wed. & Fri.,
7:30–8:45 am, $5 per class (first one
free) • Leader: Sylvia Wilder • Info:
326-4801
West Brooksville
Congregational Church, UCC
Community breakfast to greet new
residents: Sat., May 7, 7:30–9:00 am
(see separate listing for more info) •
Worship: Sundays, 10 am • Rev. Allen
Myers • Info: 326-8283
Brooksville United
Methodist Church
Buck’s Harbor Sanctuary • Worship:
Sundays, 10 am • Rev. David Vandiver
• Info: 326-8564 • david@mainelywired.net
Meditation
Tibetan Buddhist: Thurs., 6 –7 pm.
Call for location • Info: Philip & Lydia
Osgood, 326-4047
Brooksville Yoga
Unique combination of yoga and
Yamuna Ball Rolling • Wed., 9–11 am,
all levels welcome • 5 Black Bear Rd. •
Alison Chase • Info: 326-4205

Brooksville Friends and Neighbors
1st Wed. of every month, 6:30–8 pm,
Town House • Info: 326-0916

To List Your Event
Call or e-mail information two weeks
before Sept. 1, Dec.1, March 1 &
June 1:
Joan MacCracken, 326-0916
e-mail: joanmacc@aol.com

Town Office
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Selectmen
Town Clerk
Treasurer
Tax Collector

326-4518
9 am–2 pm
9 am–2 pm
6 pm–8 pm
John Gray
Richard Bakeman
Darrell Fowler
Amber Bakeman
Freida Peasley
Yvonne Redman

Burn Permits at Fire Station
Thursdays from 7–8 pm
Harbormaster Sarah Cox
326-9638
Library
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

326-4560
9 am–5 pm
9 am–5 pm
6 pm–8 pm
9 am–12 noon

Post Office Window
Mon.–Fri.
9:00 am–12 noon
1 pm–4 pm
Saturday
8:30–10:30 am
Post Office Lobby
Mon.–Fri.
7:30 am–4:00 pm
Saturday
7:30 am–10:30 am
Buck’s Harbor Market
326-8683
Mon.-Fri.
7 am–6 pm
Sat. & Sun.
8 am–6 pm
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Awesome, Amazing, Simply Incredible!
NADA LEPPER

Awesome, amazing, and
simply incredible. Those
are some of the responses
from Brooksville Elementary
School’s Team Alaska when
asked to describe their adventure in Alaska. From the moment of lift-off in Bangor to our
return ten days later, the seventh
and eighth grade students represented our community and our
state in admirable fashion. The
“Maine kids” (as they came to
be known) proved themselves
to be curious, confident, polite,
and ambitious young people. It
was a perfect trip, overflowing
with moments beyond imagining. Seeing Mt. McKinley
while traveling to an Iditarod
champion musher’s kennel,
standing just below the banner
for the start of the Last Great
Race in Anchorage, sledding
and ice fishing with McGrath
students, viewing the northern
lights, happily cleaning up after
dropped dogs and spreading
clean straw for them—those are
just a few of the memories that
will stay with Team Alaska for
the rest of their lives. Information about ways and times we
will share our adventure can
be found on our blog at www.
bes2alaska.blogspot.com.

The “Maine kids” with Martin Buser, four-time Iditarod champion

Katrina Limeburner, Sage Shaheen, Lance Mackey (four-time Iditarod
champion), Jasmine McDonald, Callie Lirakis, and Kayla Bulleman at the
start of the race
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Check it out!
www.brooksvillemaine.org

The Brooksville Breeze originated as a newletter to increase community communication, thus supporting the mission of Brooksville Friends & Neighbors (BFN)
to strengthen and encourage local activities that promote health, both physical and
emotional. The Breeze welcomes your comments, suggestions and donations to
offset costs of printing and mailing. It is published four times a year.

Tell us who you are:
Brooksville Friends & Neighbors, P.O. Box 101, Brooksville, ME 04617
Name
Address
City

State

Zip

Phone
E-mail

We hope you enjoy this free quarterly newsletter. Since our printing
costs have increased, we would appreciate any donation—$5, $10, $20
or more—toward these expenses. Thank you.
We continue to welcome your comments and suggestions for articles:

Think
Spring!

