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Little Island Oyster Company—A Sense of Place and a Labor of Love


It was 8 a.m. on a chilly, windy morning in November
when I pulled into the parking lot at the town boat landing by
the reversing falls in Brooksville. Frank and Tonyia Peasley
KDGLQYLWHGPHWRMRLQWKHPWROHDUQ¿UVWKDQGDERXWWKHLU
Little Island Oyster Company. Frank sat on the back of his
SLFNXSMXVWZDLWLQJIRUKLVVNHOHWRQFUHZWRDUULYH7RQ\LD
his wife, was already out on their island, getting the wood
VWRYH¿UHGXS¿JXULQJZH¶GQHHGWRZDUPXSDIHZWLPHV
GXULQJWKH¿YHWRVL[KRXUVWKH\SODQQHGWREHZRUNLQJRQWKH
oyster farm. Tonyia had encouraged me to dress warmly, so I
donned my long johns, heavy Carharts, insulated boots, and
several more layers.
 5LJKWKHUHLQ%URRNVYLOOHWKHUHH[LVWVDQH[DPSOHRID
small business created out of a love of place and a passion for
making a living on the water. Married now for twenty years,
)UDQNDQG7RQ\LD¿UVWPHWLQKLJKVFKRRORQDEOLQGGDWH
%RWKFDPHIURP¿VKLQJIDPLOLHV)UDQNJUHZXSDORQJWKH
Bagaduce, and Tonyia hails from Deer Isle. The Maine waters
have always been their back yard. They have learned that
they can work well together. Tonyia has always assisted her
husband in his labors on the water—whether it be catching
lobsters, scallops, clams, urchins, or periwinkles.
Thus, it was no surprise that they began to think about
trying their hand at growing oysters. Carefully, they re
VHDUFKHGWKHFKDOOHQJHVDQGH[SORUHGWKHYDULRXVDUHDVRIWKH
nearby Bagaduce River, looking into the depth, temperature,
DQGVDOLQLW\RIWKHWLGDOZDWHUDVZHOODVWKH¿UPQHVVRIWKH
ERWWRPÀRRU,QWKH3HDVOH\VFKRVHDVLWHDELWDERYHWKH
reversing falls bridge. Though owning no shoreland access,
they were able to use the available town boat landing at the
entrance to Brooksville to reach their location.
 ,Q5LFKDUGDQG/DXUD/\PEXUQHURIIHUHGWRVHOOWR
WKH\RXQJFRXSOHDKDOIDFUHLVODQGWKDWKDGEHHQLQWKHLUIDP
LO\IRUDOPRVW¿IW\\HDUV:LWKWKHSXUFKDVHRI6FRWW¶V,VODQG
which gave them road access and a cozy little cottage, the
couple named their business the Little Island Oyster Company
(LIO).
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 )RUWKH¿UVW\HDURUWZR7RQ\LDDQG)UDQNGHYHORSHG
and operated the seafood business on their own, along with
KHOSIURPWKHLUWZRORYHO\GDXJKWHUV+DQQDKDQG
6RSKLHDQGSDUWWLPHDVVLVWDQFHIURPKLJKVFKRROHU3KLOOLS
6KDKHHQ7KLVSDVWVXPPHUHDJHUDQGDEOH\RXQJ%URRNVYLOOH
UHVLGHQWV²1RUD6KDXJKQHVV\&ROH$QGUHZVDQG$DURQ
Osborn—assisted the Peasleys with their busiest season yet.
7KLVIDOO7RQ\LD¶VVLVWHU1LNNL-DIIUH\DQG9DUQXPYLOOH
5RDG¶V%RE%ODNHDUHDVVLVWLQJ³RQWKHIDUP´DVLWLVDIIHF
tionately called.
 7KHGD\WRGD\RSHUDWLRQVDUHGLYLGHGEHWZHHQKXVEDQG
and wife. Frank is in charge of the physical aspects of caring
IRUWKHR\VWHUV+HDQGKLVKHOSHUWXUQWKHSODVWLFÀRDWLQJ
³JURZRXW´EDJVIUHTXHQWO\WRSUHYHQWIRXOLQJIURPPDULQH
growth, to discourage clustering of the oysters, and to control
WKHVKDSHRIHDFKR\VWHU$VWKHZDWHUFKLOOVWKHJURZWKRIWKH
R\VWHUVGHFUHDVHVDQGOHVVPDQLSXODWLRQLVUHTXLUHG)UDQNKDV
a sophisticated system of tagging these oyster bags according
to the age and size of the product as well as the destination—
green tags for their Boston distributor, pink for the Rhode
,VODQGDQG1HZ<RUNGLVWULEXWRUV6PDOOR\VWHUVDUHNHSWLQ
the yellow, red, tan and white bags to mature further.
 7RQ\LD¶VPXOWLIDFHWHGUHVSRQVLELOLWLHVNHHSKHUEXV\6KH
keeps the books, locates the markets, makes the sales pitches,
(Continued on page 2)
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Continued from page 1

checks the LIO Facebook page, knows
the rules and regulations for maintain
LQJWKHLUVWDWHIRRGVHOOHU¶VOLFHQVH
SODQVIRUWKHIUHTXHQWLQVSHFWLRQV
receives orders by email, and prepares
WKHZHHNO\RUGHUV³%LJJHVWWKLQJLV
knowing how to count to one hundred
DFFXUDWHO\´7RQ\LDMRNHG(DFKEDJRI
VKLSSHGR\VWHUVFRQWDLQVH[DFWO\RQH
hundred, no more, no less, as the buy
HUVSD\SHUR\VWHU,WZDVQ¶WXQWLODIWHU
,KDGH[SHULHQFHGWZLFHORVLQJFRXQW
VRPHZKHUHEHWZHHQ¿IW\DQGVL[W\
UHTXLULQJDUHFRXQWWKDW,GHFLGHGWR
FRXQWWR¿IW\WZLFH$VZHOHIWWKDWDI
ternoon, and I told her my new method,
7RQ\LDVDLG³2KULJKW,IRUJRWWRWHOO
\RXWKDW¶VKRZ,GRLWWRR´/,2GLI
fers from the shucking companies that
sell by the bucket for mass distribution
and canning. It was very evident to me
that Frank and Tonyia tenderly care for
their farmed oysters with a discriminat
ing eye and aim to grow and sell an
DWWUDFWLYHTXDOLW\SURGXFWRI(DVWHUQ
$PHULFDQR\VWHUVIRUSUHVHQWDWLRQ³RQ
WKHKDOIVKHOO´
The sorting, counting, and bagging
RIWKHFRXQWEDJVWDNHVSODFHRQ
VLWHRQWKHÀRDWLQJSURFHVVLQJSODQW
Most of the operation is run by both
KXPDQDQGVRODUSRZHU$VPDOOZRRG
stove provides warmth for the workers
RQFKLOO\ZLQG\GD\V$VPDOOPRWRUHG
skiff jockeys back and forth from the
FHQWUDORSHUDWLRQVWRWKHDFWXDOÀRDWLQJ
beds slightly downstream. Then, in the
3HDVOH\¶VEDVHPHQWZKHUHWKH\KDYHD
separate facility with an ice machine, a
large refrigerator, and packaging sup
SOLHVWKHEDJVDUHER[HG2QFHSDFNHG
WKHER[HVOHDYHLQWKHUHIULJHUDWHGWUXFN
to their destinations.
This year LIO made history by
becoming an international shipper.
&DQDGD¶VIDPRXV5RGQH\¶V2\VWHU
+RXVHLQ7RURQWRUHFHLYHGLWV¿UVWVKLS
ment of their preferred, large oysters

from Brooksville. Tonyia was stressed
SUHSDULQJDOOWKHSDSHUZRUNIRU86
and Canadian Customs, but in the end,
the deal went smoothly, and they hope
to gradually grow this market. The only
RWKHURXWRIVWDWHUHVWDXUDQWWKDWWKH\
VKLSWRGLUHFWO\LV:DVKLQJWRQ'&¶V
Tabard Inn, located on Dupont Circle,
which caters to a discerning clientele.
 7KHVKHOO¿VKGLVWULEXWRUVWKDWWKH
Peasleys use send their products to
locations as far south as Florida and
DVIDUZHVWDV6HDWWOH&KLFDJR1HZ
<RUN7H[DV&RQQHFWLFXW0DLQH1HZ
Hampshire, and Rhode Island also re
ceive orders. On occasion, customers
KDYHVHHQWKHR\VWHUVLQ1HZ<RUN¶V
)XOWRQ¶V)LVK0DUNHWDQG*UDQG&HQWUDO
6WDWLRQ0DUNHW2QHRIWKHLUGLVWULEX
tors ships them back to Maine for the
Harbor Fish Market in Portland.
 :LWKLQ0DLQH/LWWOH,VODQG2\VWHU
Company delivers in their refriger
DWHGWUXFNWR(OOVZRUWK¶V&OHRQLFH
Mediterranean Bistro Restaurant and

)LQQ¶V,ULVK3XE,Q%OXH+LOOWKHVH
choice morsels are available at the Blue
Hill Inn. Recently, Frank and Tonyia
dined there, ordering their own oysters
prepared in several delicious ways.
7KH\MRNLQJO\DVNHGLI(OLRW&ROHPDQ
comes in and orders his own lettuce.
7KHZDLWUHVVUHSOLHG³1RDFWXDOO\KH
RUGHUV\RXUR\VWHUV´$WWKLVWLPHWKH\
KDYHQRLQVWDWHGLVWULEXWRU)UDQND
ORQJWLPHOREVWHUPDQFRPPHQWHGWKDW
ZLWKOREVWHUVWKH¿VKHUPHQEULQJWKHLU
catch to the pier, and their job is done.
:LWKWKLVQHZHQGHDYRU)UDQNDQG
Tonyia must pay a lot of attention to the
TXDOLW\RIWKHGLVWULEXWLRQ³:HDUHDF
countable for our product. The oysters
must be shipped in ice and kept below
GHJUHHV,IUHIULJHUDWHGSURSHUO\WKH
oysters can last safely in their shells for
WZRWRWKUHHZHHNV´
 5HFHQWO\:KROH)RRGVDFFHSWHG
their oysters for their Northeast stores.
Tonyia knows that they are in the
&DPEULGJH:KROH)RRGVVWRUHDQG
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0DLQH¶V3RUWODQG¶VVWRUH'HDOLQJZLWK
larger corporations can present some
FRPSOH[LVVXHVDQGWKHMXU\LVVWLOORXW
on these options.
My adventurous and chilly out
ing with the dedicated team certainly
convinced me that these Little Island
oysters are grown on the farm with
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PHWLFXORXVDWWHQWLRQWRGHWDLO(DFK
R\VWHULVPHDVXUHGDQGUHPHDVXUHGDV
WKHVHDVRQSURJUHVVHV:LWKUHSHWLWLRQ
a trained sorter estimates the size with
JUHDWDFFXUDF\EXWRQP\¿UVWGD\RXW
I used the metal sizer to differentiate
the green, pink, and yellow categories.
0DVVDFKXVHWWVUHTXLUHVWKDWHDFKR\VWHU
PXVWEHH[DFWO\WKUHHLQFKHVRUODUJHU
For local residents who would like
WRVKXFNWKHLURZQGHOHFWDEOHVKHOO¿VK
for the holidays, call the Little Island
2\VWHU&RPSDQ\DW7KH
recipes are many, and these little mor
sels may be grilled, broiled, or eaten
raw with lemon or cocktail sauce. My
treat at the end of the day was broiled
oysters on the half shell with a touch
of pesto – absolutely delicious! The
going price for a dozen choice oysters
LV/LWWOH,VODQG2\VWHU&RPSDQ\
also takes orders for special events such
DVZHGGLQJV(YHQWKRXJKPRVWRIWKH
farm will soon be put to bed—lowered

WRWKHÀRRURIWKHULYHUXQWLOVSULQJ²
VSHFLDORUGHUVFDQEH¿OOHGGHSHQGLQJ
on the winter weather.
Frank and Tonyia are determined
WRNHHSWKLVVPDOOIDPLO\UXQEXVLQHVV
controllable, and they choose to refrain
from becoming overwhelmed with
H[SDQVLRQSUHVVXUHVDQGIUXVWUDWLRQV
Both love Brooksville and believe it is
a wonderful place to work and raise a
family, and both want to be available to
SDUWDNHRIWKHLUGDXJKWHUV¶RXWVLGHDF
tivities, knowing that these school years
ZLOOÀ\E\
Thus, this Brooksville couple
ZRUNVH[WUHPHO\KDUGWKURXJKDOONLQGV
of weather in the waters just off their
little island, and when the labors of the
GD\DUHGRQHWKRXJKSK\VLFDOO\H[
hausted, Frank and Tonyia call it a good
day and then get to enjoy the amazing
sunsets over the Bagaduce River.

Early Childhood Initiative Alive and Well in Brooksville


Hancock County has the distinction
of having the third oldest population in
the state of Maine, and Brooksville is
the town with the oldest population in
+DQFRFN&RXQW\ 86&HQVXV 
It is a dubious honor, when one recog
nizes the need for healthy babies and
developing young children.
 $FFRUGLQJWR3ULQFLSDO&RULQQH
3HUW%(6KDVKDGVRPHIRUPRISUH
VFKRRO 3U. IRUDERXWWZHQW\\HDUV
,QZLWKIXOOIXQGLQJIURPWKH
0DLQH'HSDUWPHQWRI(GXFDWLRQWKH
3U.WKUHHGD\SURJUDPEHFDPHIXOO\
LQWHJUDWHGZLWKWKH%(6.HQYLURQ
PHQW,QWURGXFLQJIRXU\HDUROGVLQWR
the school day had a transformative
effect on the entire school community.

%(&322/(

(YHU\LQGLYLGXDOZLWKLQWKHVFKRRO
rose to the challenge of understanding
and meeting the needs of twelve small
IRXU\HDUROGV,WPDGHDOOWKHDGXOWVLQ
the school community think about the
nature of learning and growing. Our
youngest citizens remind us all of their
great need to connect and to learn the
skills to thrive beyond the close fam
ily circle. The health and well being of
the larger community depends on these
very young individuals.
Responding to this need, a pen
LQVXODZLGHLQLWLDWLYHZDVRUJDQL]HG
E\*LO7HQQH\RI&DVWLQHLQ
6LQFHWKDWWLPHDVWURQJFRDOLWLRQ
has developed under the umbrella of
Healthy Peninsula with the focus of

strengthening the future for the pen
LQVXOD¶V\RXQJHVWFLWL]HQV7KHHDUO\
childhood educational program at
%URRNVYLOOH(OHPHQWDU\6FKRRO %(6 
is stepping forward to be a model.
 .LQGHUJDUWHQWHDFKHU&DPPLH
Lepper, Principal Pert, and art teacher
Bec Poole had a vision of how early
childhood education can shape and
support a healthy, thriving community
and thriving state and began to form
an early educational teaching team.
Inspired by the early childhood educa
WLRQDOSUDFWLFHVRIWKH5HJJLR(PLOLD
from Northern Italy, a committee of
Brooksville community members,
(Continued on page 7)

Page 4

The Brooksville Breeze

What Can We Learn from the Old Cemeteries?


&+5,6)$552:12%/( $87+25  ('621%/2'*(77 *8,'(

Note: This article is follow-up
to “What’s the Attraction to Old
Cemeteries?” in the Summer 2012 issue of The Brooksville Breeze. Edson
Blodgett is inspired to visit all 45
cemeteries in Brooksville, and Chris
Farrow-Noble jumped at the chance to
learn more about local people and their
history.
 ,QRXUODWH1RYHPEHUH[SORUDWLRQV
(GVRQDQG,UHDOL]HGWKDWZHFDQOHDUQ
or surmise a great deal about early
Brooksville residents if we absorb
what the sacred sites offer. Not only
can we gather data of names, births,
and deaths, but we can also gain under
standing of the people—their loyalty to
IDPLO\IULHQGVKLSVMR\VDQGVRUURZV
FKRLFHRIEXULDOVLWHVEHOLHIVDQGIDLWK
and their desire to leave a legacy for
future generations.
Loyalty to family. The tradition
appears to be that people were buried
with or near relatives and friends. One
word on top of the headstone some
times gives the concise relationship to
WKHGHFHDVHG+86%$1')$7+(5
027+(5%$%<7KHDJHXVXDOO\
ZULWWHQ$(IURPWKH/DWLQaetatis,
PHDQLQJ³RIDJH´RU³DJHG´LVRIWHQ
given in years, months, and days, for
infants to elders. Families with the
same last name who lived near each
other sometimes established separate
cemeteries on their own property.
'UXVFLOOD*UD\&HPHWHU\DQG2WLV
*UD\&HPHWHU\DUHORFDWHGDFURVVWKH
road from each other. The Moses Blake
Cemetery contains only Blake grave
stones.
Friendships. In most cemeter
ies, headstones for several families
are found. In the Roberts Cemetery,
a.k.a. Lakeside Cemetery, three fami
lies share the top of the knoll beneath
WDOOWUHHVQHDU:DONHU3RQG,Q-RKQ
%*UD\&HPHWHU\DND+RZDUG

&HPHWHU\IRXUWHHQ+RZDUGIDP
ily gravestones, including one marked
81. XQNQRZQ OLQHWKHOHIWIHQFH
WKHUHPDLQLQJVWRQHVDUH*UD\VDQG
DGGLWLRQDO+RZDUGV-RKQ%%ODFN
&HPHWHU\DND+RZDUG&HPHWHU\
DQG&RUQHOLXV*UD\&HPHWHU\DND
6LG*UD\¶V)DPLO\&HPHWHU\FRQ
tain gravestones of Howards as well.
Perhaps all became as family…
Joys and Sorrows. People from
Brooksville often married fellow
Brooksville residents. Old family
names are seen repeatedly, such as
+RZDUGDQG*UD\3HUNLQVDQG/RUG
&RQGRQDQG*ULQGHOO%ODNHDQG
Bakeman, and so on.
 $W%DEVRQ&HPHWHU\WKH¿UVWQDPH
Louise (Black) is written in beautiful
script and below it:
³6KHPDGHKRPHKDSS\´
 ,Q+RZDUG3RLQW&HPHWHU\
+DQQDK*UD\GLHGDW\UVPRQWK
³'HDUPRWKHUWKRXDUWJRQHWRUHVW

:HQHHGQRWZHHSIRUWKHH
For thou art now where oft on earth
7K\VSLULWORQJWREH´
 %URRNVYLOOH¶VVHDRULHQWHGH[LV
WHQFHLQWKH±VLVHYLGHQWRQ
many gravestones, that is, the deceased
ZHUHORVWDWVHDRUGURZQHG,Q:HVW
Brooksville Congregational Church
&HPHWHU\%HQM:7DSOH\¶VVWRQH
UHDGV³/DWH4XDUWHUPDVWHURI866KLS
2WVHJR´GLHG1RY$(
\HDUV,Q-RKQ%ODFN)LHOG&HPHWHU\
WKHVWRQHIRU-RKQ$+RZDUGUHFRUGV
/RVWRQ*HRUJHV
,QWKH*DOHRI)HEUXDU\
$(\UVPRV GD\V
³/HWKLPVOHHSLQKLVRFHDQEHG
Let hope be amidst our sorrow,
There is peace in the night of the early
dead
It will yield to a glorious morrow.
Families recorded the loss of sons
DQGIDWKHUVLQWKH&LYLO:DU,Q-RKQ
Black Field Cemetery, a.k.a. Howard

Edson Blodgett explores Brooksville cemeteries.
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&HPHWHU\DQG$DURQ7UDLO&HPHWHU\
-RKQVRQVRQRI-RKQVRQDQG6DUDK$
Howard,
$PHPEHURI&R,QG'&&DYGLHG
LQ$OH[DQGULD9D
$SULO\HDUVP¶VDQG
G¶V
³+HGLHGLQKLVFRXQWU\¶VFDXVH
From kindred and home far away,
He fought for the stripes and the stars
0D\WKH\ZDYHR¶HUWKHVSRWZKHUHKH
OD\´
 (DUO\GHDWKVRIZRPHQVHHPHG
common, sometimes in childbirth.
,Q:HVW%URRNVYLOOH&RQJUHJDWLRQDO
&KXUFK&HPHWHU\0UV6DUDKZLIHRI
&DSW-1/RUG\HDUVROGDQGKHU
LQIDQWVRQDQGGDXJKWHU'LHG$SULO

³*RQHOLNHDIDGHGÀRZHU
1RPRUHRQHDUWKWRORRP
5HGHHPHGE\&KULVW¶VUHGHHPLQJ
power,
7KH\OLYHEH\RQGWKHWRPE´
 ,Q+RZDUG3RLQW&HPHWHU\WZR
FKLOGUHQ²0DU\$ \VPVGV DQG
(SKUDLP/ PVGV ²RI6DPXHO$
+DQQDK(+ROODQGGLHGRQ0DUFK

³7KH\ZHUHORYHO\DQGSOHDVDQW
In their lives and in their hearts
7KH\ZHUHQRWGLYLGHG´
 $FFRUGLQJWR*UDFH0/LPHEXUQHU
in Gravestone Inscriptions from the
Cemeteries in Brooksville, Maine,
November 20, 1939LQ2WLV*UD\
Cemetery in unmarked graves lie
/\GLDZLIHRI2WLV *UD\ GDXJKWHURI
:PDQG(OL](DWRQZKRGLHG0DUFK
DQGWKUHHVRQVDQGWZRGDXJKWHUV
who died before her.
On two headstones in the Isaiah
-RQHV&HPHWHU\WKHLQVFULSWLRQVWHOOXV
that the mother, Lydia R. Davis, and
KHUGDXJKWHU3KHEH-DQHDUHEXULHG
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KHUH3KHEHZDV\HDUVROGZKHQKHU
\HDUROGPRWKHUGLHGDQGWKH\RXQJ
JLUOGLHG\HDUVODWHUDWWKHDJHRI
years, 4 months.
Choice of burial site. $FFRUGLQJ
WR(GVRQWKHJUDYH\DUGDWWKH:HVW
Brooksville Congregational Church
was to be available to anyone. Persons
buried there include members of the
Tapley, Hawes, Perkins, Lord, Rea,
:HVFRWWDQG:HEEHUIDPLOLHV+HUH
Benjamin and Luther Tapley represent
WKHZHOONQRZQ7DSOH\IDPLO\ZLWKLWV
OHJDF\RIVHDFDSWDLQVZLWKH[WUDRUGL
QDU\UHFRUGVRIVHDIDULQJH[SHULHQFH
and safety for their crews.
 :HUHWKHVHEXULDOSORWVSHUKDSV
favorite places, or were they simply
WKHÀDWWHVWPRVWRSHQRUPRVWSUL
vate areas? Babson Cemetery, a.k.a.
the Cemetery by the gravel pit at
Brooksville Corner, sits high on a ridge
overlooking nearby land. One can see
%HWV\¶V&RYHIURP&RQGRQ&HPHWHU\
a.k.a. Timothy Condon Cemetery.
Many local cemeteries are now lo
FDWHGLQGHQVHEUXVKRUZRRGV6HYHUDO
gravestones closer to the water appear
to be better preserved than those in
deep shade.
Beliefs and faith. People some
WLPHVFKRVHSRHWU\RUTXRWDWLRQVWKDW
VSHDNRI³WKH/RUG´³&KULVW´³EOHVVHG
6DYLRXU´³-HVXV´DQGWKHKHUHDIWHU
 ,Q5REHUWV&HPHWHU\$OEHUW
3OXPPHUVRQRI-RKQ 5HEHFFD
%LOOLQJVGLHG0DU$(7\V
PV
³7KLVOLWWOHJUDYHKROGVEXWWKHFDVNHW
7KHJHPVKLQHVLQ+HDYHQ´
 6RPHLQVFULSWLRQVDUHZULWWHQIURP
WKHSRLQWRIYLHZRIWKHGHFHDVHGRWK
HUVYRLFHWKHVXUYLYRUV¶VHQWLPHQWV,Q
6QRZ&HPHWHU\-RKQ36QRZ¶VVWRQH
reads,
³)DUHZHOOP\ZLIHDQGFKLOGUHQDOO
)URP\RXDIDWKHU&KULVWGRWKFDOO
Mourn not for me, it is in vain

To call me to your sight again.
 ,Q-RKQ%ODFN)LHOG&HPHWHU\WZR
stones stand close to each other. One
LVIRU-RKQ(DQG/XF\(0DJHHWKH
RWKHUKRQRUVWZRFKLOGUHQ&RUQHOLXV 
yrs) and Melvin (4 yrs).
³1RNLVVHVGURSXSRQWKHFKHHN
Those lips are closed to me,
Dear Lord how could I give them up
7RDQ\EXWWRWKHH´
 ,Q:DOHV+RZDUG)LHOG&HPHWHU\
&DSW-RKQDQG%HWVH\'\HUKRQRUWKHLU
VRQ(GZDUG&',('-XQH
$(\UVP¶V
³+H¶VJRQHKLVVXIIHULQJDOODUHR¶HU
Disgust and pain are no more,
Freed from his delusion fair,
+HLVIRUHYHUKDSS\WKHUH´
Leaving a legacy for future
generations6XUYLYLQJIDPLO\PHP
bers chose the designs and words for
the headstones to honor the deceased
individual. In the Roberts Cemetery,
H[WUHPHO\ZHOOSUHVHUYHGJUDYHVWRQHV
include beautifully sculpted motifs of
roses, leaves, and an open book. In
-RKQ%ODFN)LHOG&HPHWHU\WKHVWRQH
IRU-RKQ$+RZDUGVKRZVDQDUWLVWLF
rendering of a sailing ship.
Families and/or descendants chose
the materials to enclose the family
plot to help locate the headstones. The
Capt. Nathaniel Perkins Cemetery is
surrounded on three sides by metal
piping, rusted and protective. Other
H[DPSOHVDUHWKHVFDOORSHGIHQFHDW
Timothy Condon Cemetery, heavy
FKLFNHQZLUHDW+RZDUG&HPHWHU\
DQGWKHZKLWHSLFNHWIHQFHDW:HVW
Brooksville Congregational Church.
7KH-RKQ%ODFN)LHOG&HPHWHU\DVSDUW
RIWKH+ROEURRN6DQFWXDU\DSSHDUVWR
be regularly maintained, since granite
posts are stabilized and care is evident.
(Continued on page 7)
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Activities
Brooksville Elementary School
6HHWKHVFKRROZHEVLWHIRUVFKHGXOHVDQG
LQIRUPDWLRQ:DWFKIRU&RDVWWR&DQ\RQ
HYHQWV,QIRRUZZZEURRNV
villeschool.org.
Brooksville Free Public Library
+RXUVVHHER[WRULJKW3UHVFKRRO6WRU\
+RXU0RQGD\V±DP)RU
FKLOGUHQXSWKURXJKSUH.%RRN&OXE
QG0RQGD\DP5HDGHUV¶&DIH
UG6DW±DPWRGLVFXVVDZLGH
YDULHW\RIERRNV$IWHU6FKRRO5HDG
LQJ3URJUDP0RQGD\V2FW$SULO
±IRU.WKJUDGH&KLOGUHQ¶V
SURJUDPVZHOFRPHKRPHVFKRROHUV
'HF*UDWHGPRYLHDWWKH7RZQ
+RXVH±SP3DUHQWVDUHDVNHG
WRDFFRPSDQ\WKHLUFKLOGUHQ5HDGHUV
Theater program for children will start
LQWKHVSULQJ,QIRRUZZZ
brooksvillelibrary.org.
Brooksville Historical Society
PHHWVHYHU\VHFRQG:HGRIWKHPRQWKDW
SPDWWKH7RZQ+RXVH$OODUHZHO
come.
Brooksville Community Center
Call for information about events or rent
DOV%HWV\-RQHV
West Brooksville
Congregational Church, UCC
'HF&DQGOHOLJKWVHUYLFHZLWKVSHFLDO
PXVLFE\5LFKDUG0HUULOO)HEUXDU\/R
FDORIIHULQJIRUIXHODVVLVWDQFH6XQGD\
6FKRRODP6XQGD\ZRUVKLSVHUYLFH
DP)RUIXUWKHULQIROHDYHPHVVDJH
RQFKXUFKDQVZHULQJPDFKLQH
and we will return your call.
Get Strong, Get Healthy
&RPHMRLQXVIRUH[HUFLVHDWWKH&RP
PXQLW\&HQWHU0RQ:HG )UL
±DPSHUFODVV ¿UVWRQHIUHH 
/HDGHU6\OYLD:LOGHU,QIR
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Brooksville United
Methodist Church
%XFN¶V+DUERU6DQFWXDU\&RDVWDO
5G QH[WWRWKHPDUNHW 'HF
&KULVWPDV(YH6HUYLFHSP6XQGD\V
DP5HY'DYLG9DQGLYHU,QIR
RUGDYLG#PDLQHO\ZLUHGFRP
Daughters of the American Revolution
Majabigwaduce Chapter welcomes any
IHPDOH\HDUVDQGROGHUWRMRLQRXU
FKDSWHU:HPHHWWKHVHFRQG0RQGD\
March through December, usually at
WKH%URRNVYLOOH7RZQ+RXVHDW
SP&DOOIRUVSHFL¿FVDQGPHPEHUVKLS
UHTXLUHPHQWV/L]+RWFKNLVVRU
GRFKRWFKNLVV#JPDLOFRP
Iyengar Yoga Classes
,\HQJDU<RJD&ODVVHVWDXJKWE\.LP
3HUDOWD,\HQJDU\RJDLVEHQH¿FLDOIRUDOO
ERG\W\SHVLQFOXGLQJWKHPRVWLQÀH[LEOH
%HJLQQHU¶VFODVVHV7XHV 6DW
DP,QIRRUZZZL\HQJDU\R
gamaine.com.
Brooksville Friends and Neighbors
PHHWVVW:HGRIHYHU\PRQWK±
SP7RZQ+RXVH,QIR/ROD%RJ\R

Genealogy Research Assistance
%HJLQQLQJ1RY7KXUVGD\HYHQLQJV
±SP%URRNVYLOOH/LEUDU\$VNIRU
%)3/YROXQWHHU/L]+RWFKNLVV&DQ¶W
make Thursday evening? Call for ap
SRLQWPHQW

'RJ/LFHQVHV
are now available at the Brooksville
7RZQ2I¿FH3OHDVHEULQJLQXSGDWHG
rabies vaccination information to
Town Clerk, Amber Bakeman. Mon.
or Wed. 9–2 and Thursday 6–8 p.m.

Reversing Fall Sanctuary
'HF&RRNLH:DON±DP,QIR
'HF$GYHQW6SLUDO
pm. Candlelight, dulcimer music. Info:
%DJDGXFH5G1RUWK
Brooksville.
Neighborcare
1HLJKERUVKHOSLQJQHLJKERUV9ROXQWHHUV
SURYLGHIUHHKHDOWKUHODWHGVHUYLFHVUH
spite, transportation, errands, etc. Call for
DVVLVWDQFHRUWRYROXQWHHUDW

7R/LVW<RXU(YHQW
Call or e-mail information two weeks before
Sept. 1, Dec.1, March 1 & June 1 to:
Joan MacCracken, 326-0916
joanmacc@aol.com

7RZQ2IÀFH
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Selectman
Town Clerk
Treasurer
Tax Collector

326-4518
9 am–2 pm
9 am–2 pm
6 pm–8 pm
John Gray
Richard Bakeman
Darrell Fowler
Amber Bakeman
Freida Peasley
Yvonne Redman

Burn Permits at Fire Station
Thursdays from 7–8 pm
Harbormasterr Sarah Cox 326-9622
Library
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

326-4560
9 am–5 pm
9 am–5 pm
6 pm–8 pm
9 am–12 noon

3RVW2IÀFH:LQGRZ
Mon.–Fri.
9 am–12 noon
1 pm–4 pm
Saturday
8:30–10:30 am
3RVW2IÀFH/REE\
Mon.–Fri.
7:30 am–4 pm
Saturday
8:30–10:30 am
%XFN·V+DUERU0DUNHW
326-8683
Mon.-Fri.
7 am–6 pm
Sat. & Sun.
8 am–6 pm
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Early Childhood Initiative
(continued from page 3)

health professionals, parents, and
educators organized to respond to the
JURZLQJQHHGRI%URRNVYLOOH¶V\RXQJHVW
citizens.
Recognizing that the years zero to
¿YHDUHNH\LQEUDLQGHYHORSPHQWDQG
VHWWKHIRXQGDWLRQIRUDOOOHDUQLQJ%(6
has developed a strong early childhood
SURJUDPWKDWQRZFRQVLVWVRIIRXU
DQG¿YH\HDUROGVDQGWKH%(6HDUO\
childhood teaching team. They are
working to create an environment that
promotes strong relationships, a calm
SODFHWRSOD\FUHDWHDQGH[SORUHDQG
an environment that provides activities
that nurture learning.

 %H\RQGWKH%(6HDUO\FKLOG
KRRGSURJUDPWKH%URRNVYLOOH(DUO\
Childhood Committee is working to
accomplish three goals:
a. To create an educational course
for teachers and childcare providers
through the University of Maine, based
RQWKH5HJJLR(PLOLDSURJUDP
b. To create an early childhood resource
FHQWHUDWWKH%URRNVYLOOH(OHPHQWDU\
6FKRROWKDWFDQSURYLGHLPSRUWDQW
learning information for parents and
their babies.
F7RFUHDWHD³&KLOGUHQ¶V)DLU´WKLV
VSULQJDWWKH%URRNVYLOOH(OHPHQWDU\
6FKRROWKDWFHOHEUDWHVEDELHVDQGWKHLU

Cemeteries
(continued from page 5

,URQLFDOO\LQ9DOHULXV%ODFN&HPHWHU\
a.k.a. Orchard Cemetery and Burnt
Cove Cemetery, eight granite posts
stand or lean, yet only unmarked graves
remain.
Continuing questions. Many
TXHVWLRQVUHPDLQ:HUHWKHVHSULYDWH
EXULDOJURXQGVDGH¿QLWLYHVWDWHPHQWRI
WKHRZQHU¶VDELOLW\WRRZQODQG":KHUH
ZHUHSHRSOHEXULHGLIWKH\GLGQ¶WRZQ
ODQGRUGLGQ¶WKDYHFORVHDVVRFLDWLRQV
ZLWKODQGRZQHUV":DVWKHQHLJKERU
KRRGEXU\LQJJURXQGQHDUWKH-RKQ
Douglass Cemetery a place for people
without land to bury their family
PHPEHUV":DVDQXQPDUNHGJUDYHWKH
only option when no money was avail
DEOHIRUDVWRQH":KHUHDUHWKHHDUOLHU
records that tell details of the many
reported unmarked graves? How can
current residents help to maintain the
ancient burial places? Can descendants
of the original families in the cem
etery choose to be buried in the private
plots? Can anyone else be buried there?
How are gravestones and remains
legally moved from one cemetery to

DQRWKHU"$UHWKHODUJHUFHPHWHULHVOLP
ited to Brooksville residents and their
descendnts?
These four days of research yielded
fascinating information about a rela
tively small number of Brooksville
residents in earlier times. These ancient
Brooksville cemeteries called, and we
UHVSRQGHG1RZZH¶OODZDLWWKHQH[W
inspiration to visit again. They are, af
ter all,
³*RQHEXWQRWIRUJRWWHQ´
 'HERUDK57DSOH\:HVW%URRNVYLOOH
Congregational Church Cemetery)

Resources:
/LPHEXUQHU*UDFH$Gravestone
Inscriptions from the Cemeteries in
Brooksville, Maine1RYHPEHU

Old Cemeteries and Private Burial
Places9RO,,,RI&HPHWHULHVRI
Brooksville, Maine, published by the
%URRNVYLOOH+LVWRULFDO6RFLHW\

families and seeks to support connec
tions between these families and com
munity services.
In spite of a reduction of statewide
support for early childhood programs,
Brooksville consistently funds and
provides important services for the
youngest members of the community.
The economic future of our commu
QLW\GHSHQGVRQKHDOWK\ZHOOHGXFDWHG
individuals. Currently, the Brooksville
(GXFDWLRQ)RXQGDWLRQ IRUPDOO\WKH
0DU\$QQH6QRZ%DWHV)RXQGDWLRQ 
KDVFUHDWHGD³&KLOGUHQ¶V)XQG´GHGL
cated to supporting early childhood
SURJUDPVLQ%URRNVYLOOH$GGLWLRQDOO\
WKH%(6(DUO\&KLOGKRRG&RPPLWWHH
welcomes anyone interested in enrich
LQJWKHOLYHVRI%URRNVYLOOH¶V\RXQJHVW
community members. Please call or
HPDLO%HF3RROHIRUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
RUUSK#JPDLOFRP

Christmas Joy! A Gift of Sight

Petey Graduates
On Dec 8, Petey, the puppy
featured in The Breeze Fall
2011 issue, graduated from
Guiding Eyes for the Blind and
met his teammate. He will be
moving to Colorado to guide
his new partner. Stephen and
Kathleen Hayward, his puppy
raisers, attended his graduation. And as he moves on, the
Brooksville couple has taken on
yet another new charge, Gil, a
black Labrador puppy, who will
be lucky enough to live here
and receive their loving
expert attention.
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The Brooksville Breeze originated as a newletter to increase community commu
QLFDWLRQWKXVVXSSRUWLQJWKHPLVVLRQRI%URRNVYLOOH)ULHQGV 1HLJKERUV %)1 
to strengthen and encourage local activities that promote health, both physical and
emotional. The Breeze welcomes your comments, suggestions and donations to
offset costs of printing and mailing. It is published four times a year.

Tell us who you are:
Brooksville Friends & Neighbors, P.O. Box 101, Brooksville, ME 04617
Name

BUY
LOCAL

$GGUHVV
&LW\

6WDWH

=LS

Phone
(PDLO

:HKRSH\RXHQMR\WKLVIUHHTXDUWHUO\QHZVOHWWHU6LQFHRXUSULQWLQJFRVWVKDYH
LQFUHDVHGZHZRXOGDSSUHFLDWHDQ\GRQDWLRQ²RUPRUH²WRZDUG
WKHVHH[SHQVHVSummer resident? You can receive The BreezeE\HPDLOIRU
\RXURIIVHDVRQHQMR\PHQW
We continue to welcome your comments and suggestions for articles:

*HW\RXUKROLGD\ZUHDWKV
ULJKWKHUHLQ%URRNVYLOOH

