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Gayle Clifford—Brooksville’s Outstanding Citizen
joan maccracken

Surprise! Yes, Gayle, I have finally done it. Here is an article
about you, and you didn’t even need to speak to me about
your job. You have enough friends and family who were gladly willing to tell your story.
Gayle Barber Clifford was born and raised in Penobscot
and often visited her grandparent’s farm in Deer Isle. She
attended Penobscot Elementary School and George Stevens
Academy. As a senior at George Stevens, Earl Clifford first
noticed this “cute freshman,” but they didn’t date in high
school. On a January day a few years later, Gayle asked if the
top went down on his new Thunderbird, to which he replied,
“Sure, hop in.” That seemed to him to be love at first sight.
They married in April 1981 and moved to Cape Rosier into
his grandfather’s house on the Weir Cove Road.
For a time, Gayle was employed in a Blue Hill hardware
store and then moved on to the Linnehan Ford dealership,
where she worked for a few years. About that time, around
1986–87, the selectmen of Brooksville decided the paperwork
was getting too onerous, so they created a position for a town
secretary. Gayle was hired and has remained there ever since.

Back then, there were no computers, fewer rules and regulations. But as the responsibilities have grown, Gayle has
skillfully risen to the challenges of early word processors,
computer upgrades, Internet access, and lots more work.
	On any day you visit the Town House, Gayle is busy
at her desk, answering the phone, or up from her command
post speaking with the selectmen or the other town employees. Though the official hours for the administrative offices are 9 to 2 pm Mondays and Wednesdays and 6 to 8 pm
every Thursday evening, Gayle works much longer hours,
trying to stay on top of things.
When Brooksville residents were asked to comment on
Gayle Clifford, these were a few of the responses. “She’s
a walking file cabinet of knowledge.” “She knows everything.” “If you have a question, Gayle would be the one to
ask.” One outspoken resident claimed, “In my opinion, she
runs the town!” Those who know her say she’s a people person, capable, bright, delightful, kind, and a very hard worker.
“If she doesn’t know the answer to your question, she’ll research it and let you know.”
Gayle’s biggest job is assisting our three selectmen,
John Gray, Richard Bakeman, and Darrell Fowler. She also
works closely with the tax appraiser and our code enforcement officer, Lew Hutchins. The compilation of the Brooksville Annual Report is a huge task and responsibility. Yearly,
Gayle creates a booklet chocked full of data and highlights
of the year, complete with historic photos, usually supplied
by Brooksville residents. This year, on the cover of the town
report Gayle placed a photograph that she had snapped with
her iPhone, capturing the snow-covered sand pile, which
was slowly being depleted during our long and cold winter.
	Earl, her husband, couldn’t say enough about her.
They’ve been married 33 years and have one daughter,
Elizabeth. Earl commented that once his wife even got a
phone call from the President of the United States asking her
a question. Not too many folks can claim that privilege.
What does she do in her spare time? Gayle enjoys painting and is known for her hand-painted Christmas ornaments
(Continued on page 2)
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and her beautiful signs, cards, and
sketches. In fact, a pen-and-ink drawing
of Condon’s garage by Gayle Clifford
appeared on the front page of the inaugural issue of the Brooksville Breeze in
the summer of 2007. Her husband said
she also likes to write and told me that
she has written and illustrated a children’s book about a pet crow.
	Many of the organizations of
Brooksville hold their meetings in
the Town House, and Gayle feels she
spends enough time in that building
without attending additional meetings
there. She has found other ways to be
involved in the community. About ten
years ago, Gayle helped start the Jared
C. Grindle Co-ed Softball Tournament.
“It seems she got the ball rolling.” (No
pun intended.) And Gayle has continued to be involved designing T-shirts,

getting concession stands going, and
writing up any needed articles for the
media. Currently, the Jared C. Grindle
tournament takes place in the fall at
four different fields, but it all started up
behind the Town House. Kelly Grindle
says, “Gayle is an amazing women
with a huge, huge heart.”
Gayle and her daughter, Elizabeth,
worked hard on upStarts, a bottle drive
to raise money for a stage to be built
at the Brooksville Elementary School.
It continues to be a source of funding
for class activities. For several years,
together they organized the Children’s
Miracle Network Memorial Weekend
Walkathon around Cape Rosier, donating the funds raised to this important
cause. This energetic woman also finds
time to walk with friends and visit with
her neighbors.

	John Gray wasn’t exactly sure
when Gayle started, but he said it was
before he was a selectman for the second time and before the new Town
House was built in 1990. Best guess
for number of years she has worked
for the town is around 26 or 27 years.
Gayle’s official title is Administrative
Assistant, and John freely admits that
“she makes it easy for us….she keeps
it all together….we would be in a lot of
trouble without her.” Lew Hutchins has
been heard to say, “If Gayle goes, I’m
gone too!”
There’s no doubt that Brooksville
is very lucky to have such a dedicated
and knowledgeable person in our town
office and in our community. The
Brooksville Breeze, the town officers,
and the residents of her town extend
a tremendous thank you to Gayle!

Fourth Annual Varnumville Memorial Walk
In 2010, residents gathered to
honor Michael Bernal, who tragically
died after a car accident on the
Varnumville Road the previous year.
Beginning in 2011, we continued to
hold the walk to honor all Brooksville
neighbors who died in 2010. This year,
the walk will take place on Sunday
July 13 beginning at the north entrance
of the Varnumville Road at 8:15 am.
Those who cannot walk the distance
(1.5 miles) can drive in the south
entrance and park. Following a brief
memorial service held at the curve and
brook, we will proceed to Tinderhearth
for baked goodies, beverages, and
ongoing conversation.

Below are listed the names of those
we know who died in 2013.
Helen Blake
Arnold Bridges
Jonathan Prentice Colby
Don DeVault
Margaret Downing
Lois Fowler
Donald Hale
Daniel Hoffman
Richard Klain
Susan Kominsky
John Macom
Jean McConnell
Jean Mesteller
Bernice Schonbeck
Kenneth Waltz

We extend a special invitation to family members and friends
to join us to honor their loved ones.

EMHS MEMBER

Verena Stoll and Doug Cowan, MD
invite you to a

Community
Conversation
with John Ronan, Interim CEO,
Blue Hill Memorial Hospital
An open forum to share ideas on
how Blue Hill
Memorial Hospital can
enhance local healthcare
to meet your needs
Brooksville Community Center
Wednesday, July 9
4:00–5:30 pm
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Brooksville Free Public Library
SYLIVA TAPLEY, LIBRARIAN

Drive into just about any small
town in Maine, and you will find a library. Maybe it’s the long, cold winters
or maybe it’s the wonderful mix of
ideas and opinions that characterize the
Maine personality or maybe it’s a little
of both—the people of Maine support
their small libraries enthusiastically.
They look upon the library as a place to
meet their friends, hear interesting lectures and wonderful music, learn a new
skill and, yes…to READ!
	Not long ago, the Brooksville
Free Public Library was housed in a
small, uninsulated building without a

bathroom! But due to the hard work
and tenaciousness of a large group of
residents, the library now resides in the
modern Brooksville Town House.
In 1994, a group of volunteers and
local school children assembled shelves
and moved books from the old library
to the new one. Today, the library is a
large and sunny place, filled with books
and other media, with a beautiful conference room and a lovely view overlooking Penobscot Bay and the islands
beyond.
There are many reasons why this
library is a special place. Thanks to the
Maine School and Library Technology
Initiative, our small library can now
reach out to the world through the medium of the Internet, and because of the
generosity of a late Brooksville resident, the library boasts one of the most
thoroughly researched and well-organized collections of local genealogy
in Maine. We hope you enjoy visiting
our web site at brooksvillelibrary.org
to learn more about what this unique
library has to offer.

The Brooksville Free Public Library serves a population of year-round
and summer residents and visitors. If
you’re a Brooksville Free Public Library patron, we hope you’ll use this
site often to catch up on news about
library programs and services, interesting reviews of new books, links to
other educational and informative sites
on the Internet, and to request library
materials and information.
	Currently we are expanding our
library, and with the help of many devoted volunteers, we are very excited
about the grand reopening happening
on Sunday July 27, 2014. We want our
new space to be a place for patrons to
meet, socialize, learn, read, and reflect.
For now, we are operating a mini library in the Conference Room.
Visit us often, both virtually and in
person...we’ll be delighted to see you!
Don’t forget to save the date - July
27, 2014- for the grand reopening
celebration. Join us for music, refreshments, silent art auction, dessert auction, and entertainment for the kids.

New Faces in Brooksville
Holbrook Island Sanctuary is welcoming a new park manager this summer. Charles Cannon is stepping into
the shoes of Tammy Bishop (thanks a
million, Tammy!), and he and his family will be living in the park year round.
His children, Sadie and Owen, will
attend Brooksville Elementary School,
and the whole family, which includes
his wife Brandie, are eager to become
active in the community.
	Charlie has a degree in Earth
Science and has been with the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and
Forestry for eight seasons, serving at

many locations around the state. His
most recent position before moving to
Brooksville was as the park manager at
Quoddy Head State Park.
The Sanctuary is also the summer
home for two interns sponsored by the
Friends of Holbrook Island Sanctuary. Krystal Poulin from Sabattus is
going into her senior year at UMaine
Orono, studying wildlife ecology. She
looks forward to teaching people about
the wildlife that share our world. Eric
Mitchell is from Bridgton and will be a
senior at Unity College, studying conservation law. He’s hoping to join the

Marine Patrol when he finishes college
next year.
Brooksville also has a new postmaster. Lynn Galusha, formerly at the
Deer Isle Post Office, has taken over
from Doreen LaFerriere, who has been
ably serving as Officer in Charge.
Many, many thanks to Doreen for the
great job she has been doing for us all.
Last, but certainly not least, the
Brooksville United Methodist Church
has a new pastor, Rev. Susan Davenport, who is arriving on July 8.
Wecome to all! We look
forward to getting to know you.
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Brooksville Farmers’ Market 2014
The Brooksville Farmers’ Market is a vibrant community of farmers and crafters, a unique blend of talented
people who serve the community by offering their best to those who visit on Tuesday mornings. They grow
organic or hydroponic vegetables, raise farm animals, cultivate flowers, and care for honey bees. You’ll meet
people who write books, design and produce jewelry, fashion pottery, work with wool and other fibers,
make soaps and salves, weave baskets, and turn wood into beautiful and useful items. There are even a few
musicians sprinkled in for your entertainment. Your taste buds are not forgotten. Feast on locally produced
goodies and carry some home for later. Take a moment to peruse the list below and discover what awaits
you at the Brooksville Farmers’ Market each week.
Dan’s Flower Farm – Juli Perry. Flowers and honey
(My Happy Honey).
Sunset Acres Farm – Anne Bossi. Goat cheese,
many different flavors.
Hidden Farm – Harold Smedal. Vegetable seedlings
and vegetables.
Brown’s Greens – Flowers, potatoes, and little
critters hand-crafted from natural products
found in the Maine forests and countryside.
Millie and Mary’s – Laura Livingston. All types
of eggs: chicken, duck, turkey, and quail. Handcrafted soaps made of lard and wild-harvested
plants found in the Maine countryside.
Dog Island Farm – Erlynne Kitagawa (from midJune through August). Sushi, produce, and handcrafted felt works.
Living Roots Farm – Travis Roderick and Arika
von Edler. Organic vegetables (many different
varieties when in season), wild-harvested dried
kelp, organic herbal teas, Maine sea salt body
scrub, beeswax salves and lip balms.
Goodnight Farm – Pamela Rackliffe Capurso.
Vegetables and berries when in season, garden
flowers, and herbs. Hand-crafted baskets, many
shapes, sizes.
Heidi’s Homegrown – Virginia (Heidi) Kaufman.
Plants and baked goods, homemade hummus and
veggie pies.

The Poland Family Farm llc – Kevin Poland.
Certified organic berries and veggies, flowers,
pastured pork and beef, eggs.
Haight Farm – Courtney Haight. Hydroponic
produce (lettuce, greens, tomatoes), herbal
vinegars and olive oils, hand-crafted baskets.
Cheers Haven Gardens – Dean Curtis and Carroll
Yorgey. Vegetables and herbs, plants, handcrafted potholders, aprons, and sailor bears.
Bagaduce Farm – Deborah Evans. Old-fashioned
organically raised pork, duck eggs, hand-crafted
leaf and lard soaps, Jersey Girl milk.
Tinderhearth Wood-Fired Bread – Lydia Moffet.
Wood-fired bread and pastries.
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Sandolini Buckwheat Crackers Company –
Sandy Cohen. Gluten-free buckwheat crackers,
Sandolini Dust (toasted sesame seeds), Sandolini
Chocolates.
Sow’s Ear Winery – Tom Hoey. Wines, fruit
flavored. Grows many of his own fruits.
Eggemoggin Salt Works – Deborah Fifield. Plain
and flavored sea salts.
Tempest in a Teapot – Jennifer Larrabee.
Loose tea.
Bluemoon Market Arts – Marcy Amory. Handcrafted art glass jewelry and raw honey.

Coastal Creations – Robert Wassink. Jewelry
made from egg shells.

Island Tote Co. – Dana Billings. Beautiful tote bags
made of sails. Dana also takes donations of old
sails or purchases them.

Tiffin Press of Maine – Joan MacCracken (July
and August). Self-published books and the
“Brooksville Breeze.”

Walker Pond Pottery – David McBeth. Pottery
and fiber arts.

Jean Davison – Author and anthropologist.
Several self-published books.

Farview Farm Products – Charles Read. Serving
boards, cutting boards, and art objects made
from naturally downed local trees. Charles sells
self-published books about the local area.

Spindrift Pottery – Polly Bishop. Pottery.
Dream Weaver – Mary Eaton. Hand-woven
scarves, sweaters, hand-dyed silk scarves,
jewelry, hats, socks, vests. All hand-crafted.
Smalling-Finsen Gallery – Jill Finsen (July 1
through August). Original paintings. Painting on
site.
Red Osier Basketry – Gerry Estabrook. Many
different styles of hand-crafted baskets. Made
from local wild products and reed.
Weaving a Life – Susan Merrill. Spins her own
wool from local Maine organic wool. Weavings
and weaving supplies. Teaches weaving
workshops in the area. Hand-woven earrings.
Blue Water Beads – Martha Condon. Beautiful
hand-made beaded jewelry.
Blue Hill Spoonworks – Bob Gillmor and Suzanne
Coolidge. Wooden cooking spoons and wands. All
shapes and sizes.  

Page 6

Activities
Brooksville Elementary School
See the school website for schedules and
information • Info: 326-8500 or www.
brooksvilleschool.org.
Brooksville Free Public Library
Hours: see box to right • Book Club: 2nd
Monday, 10 am • Readers’ Cafe: 3rd Sat.,
10–11 am, to discuss a wide variety of
books • Summer Reading Program: Mondays, 10–11:15 am, July 7–Aug. 11 • Movie
Night: check for schedule • Annual Book
Sale: Sat., July 12, 9 am–noon • Grand Reopening and Annual Fundraiser: July 27 •
Check out the new web site for news and
announcements • Info: 326-4560 or www.
brooksvillelibrary.org.
Brooksville Friends and Neighbors
Meets 1st Wed. of every month, 6:30–8
pm, Town House • Info: Joan MacCracken, 326-0916.
Iyengar Yoga Center
Iyengar Yoga for precise alignment, skillful action, harmony • Spacious, wellequipped studio • Day, evening, weekend
classes • Healthy Shoulders Workshop
with David Yearwood: July 19, 10:15
am–12:15 pm • Yoga for Scoliosis with
Marcia Monroe: Aug 23, 10:30 am–1:30
pm. • 1499 Coastal Rd. • Info: 326-2037 or
www.iyengaryogamaine.com.
Brooksville United
Methodist Church
Buck’s Harbor Sanctuary, 713 Coastal
Rd. (next to the market) • Welcoming new
pastor, Rev. Susan Davenport, on Sun.,
July 8 • Worship: Sundays, 9 am • Info:
469-7850 or garyvencill@gmail.com •
Priceless Yard Sale (you decide the price):
Every Tuesday in July & Aug, 9 am–1
pm. New items every week. July: 10% of
proceeds to Blue Hill Food Pantry. Aug.:
10% to Shepard Godparent Home. Info:
469-7850.
Brooksville Historical Society
Meets every second Wed. of the month at 7
pm at the Town House. All are welcome.
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Genealogy Research Assistance
Thursday evenings, 6–8 pm, Brooksville
Library. Ask for BFPL volunteer Liz
Hotchkiss. Can’t make Thursday evening?
Call for appointment: 326-8570.
Holbrook Island Sanctuary
Butterflies by Pat Snyder: Sat., July 12, 1
pm, meet at Park Headquaters and hike
through various terrain • White-Nose Bat
Syndrome Discussion by Eric Mitchell:
Thurs., July 17, 2 pm • Maine’s Wild Edible Plants with Tom Seymour: Sat., July
19, 1 pm. Meet at Back Shore Trail parking lot and walk various terrain • Bagpipes played by Tom Seymour: Fri., Aug.
1, 1 pm. Bring a chair • Wildlife and Tree
Interaction by Krystal Poulin, Sat., Aug 2,
2 pm • Unless noted, meet at Park Headquarters Picnic Pavilion. Remember the
bug spray • Info: 326-4012.
Reversing Falls Sanctuary
Fundraiser with Flash in the Pans: July 7,
7:30–9 pm, Community Center parking
lot • Downeast Spiritual Life Conference:
July 11 & 12: Castine. Info: 374-5200 or
www.downeastspiritual.org • Nourishing
Flourishing Movie: last Sunday of each
month, 6:30 pm • Full Moon Labryrinth
Walk: Sun., Aug. 10, 9 pm. 15 Drury
Lane, North Brooksville • Brooklin Bank
Concert Fundraiser: Aug. 19, Community
Center • Farm/Arts Exchange Artist Exhibit Opening: Sun., Aug. 24, 3–5 pm •
Exhibit open selected hours: Mon., Aug.
25–Sat., Aug. 30 • Readings by writers
from Farm/Arts Exchange: Sun., Aug. 31,
3–5 pm • Sept: Farm/Arts “Farm to Table”
events to be scheduled • 818 Bagaduce
Rd., North Brooksville • www.reversingfalls.org.
Farmers’ Market
Tuesdays, 9:30 am–noon, May 28 through
Sept. 24 • Info: Carroll Yorgey, 484-6191265 or carroll_yorgey@yahoo.com.
Neighborcare
Neighbors helping neighbors. Volunteers
provide free health-related services, respite, transportation, errands, etc. Call for
assistance or to volunteer at 326-4735.

Daughters of the American Revolution
Majabigwaduce Chapter welcomes any
female 18 years and older to join our chapter. We meet the second Monday, March
through Dec., usually at the Brooksville
Town House at 6:30 pm. Call for specifics and membership requirements: Liz
Hotchkiss, 326-8570 or dochotchkiss@
gmail.com.
West Brooksville
Congregational Church, UCC
1597 Coastal Rd. • Sunday Worship Service: 10 am. All welcome • Sunday School:
9–9:45 am • Sunday Worship Service: 10
am. All welcome • Rev. Barbara Brakey •
326-8283 or bvonchad3@hotmail.com.

Town Office		
326-4518
Monday
9 am–2 pm
Wednesday
9 am–2 pm
Thursday
6 pm–8 pm
Selectman
		
		
Town Clerk
Treasurer
Tax Collector

John Gray
Richard Bakeman
Darrell Fowler
Amber Bakeman
Freida Peasley
Yvonne Redman

Burn Permits at Fire Station
Thursdays from 7–8 pm
Harbormasterr Sarah Cox 326-9622
Library		
326-4560
Monday
9 am–5 pm
Wednesday
9 am–5 pm
Thursday
6 pm–8 pm
Saturday
9 am–12 noon
Post Office Window
Mon.–Fri.
7:30–11:30 am		
		
1:45–3:45 pm
Saturday
8:30–10:30 am
Post Office Lobby
Mon.–Fri.
7:30 am–4 pm
Saturday
8:30–10:30 am
Buck’s Harbor Market
326-8683
Mon.-Fri.
7 am–7 pm
Sat. & Sun.
8 am–7 pm
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To Our
Graduating Seniors
and Their Families

Philip Shaheen was born in Lebanon, New Hampshire, and
moved to Brunswick, Maine, when he was six. His family
later moved to Brooksville, and he started as a freshman at
George Stevens Academy. His favorite course was Advanced
Placement U.S. History with Mr. Case. For all four years he
played soccer (his favorite), basketball, and track and field.
This summer he will travel to Shanghai, China, for two-and-ahalf weeks to visit his classmate Johnson Chen, who lives in
Shanghai but attended GSA. Philip has no immediate plans
for the summer after he returns, but hopes to find a job. In
the fall, he will attend University of Maine at Orono to study
engineering in the honors college.

Bridget Limeburner was born in Blue Hill and has lived all
her life in North Brooksville. She attended BES and then
decided on the Harbor School in Blue Hill. She has enjoyed
the project-oriented education. Although she has been
raised in a rural setting, she believes that city life is for her,
though she doesn’t have a particular city in mind. This fall
she will go, sight-unseen, to New England Culinary Institute
in Montpelier, Vermont. Bridget has always wanted to own
her own bakery. It was her paternal grandmother who first
got her interested in baking. And what message has she
for entering freshman? “Don’t procrastinate!” She herself
continues working on that suggestion.

Savannah Leaf, born in Virginia, moved to Brooksville at
the age of four, spending lots of hours with her grandmother,
Ursula Dyer. She attended Brooksville Elementary School and
is now graduating from GSA. Her activities included track and
field including the long jump. Her school trip to Italy last April
was very special. At GSA, Miss Rizzo’s math class was her
favorite. This summer Savannah will work for her fifth year
at Hiram Blake Camp. In September, she will head south to
the University of Southern Maine. Though she had previously
wanted to be a dermatologist, she now has learned to be
open to many possibilities. Advice to incoming freshman: “Be
optimistic and open-minded.”

Julien Wilder was born in Roanoke, Virginia, and for
several years went back and forth between Virginia and
Maine. Freshman year she was at Searsport District High
School. Back in Virginia, she found the schools very
impersonal and took a two-year break to get back on
track. Julien moved back to Maine specifically to enroll
in the Harbor School, as she was impressed with their
project-based learning. She obtained her certificate in peer
counseling at the University of Maine. Writing fiction is one
of her passions. Though Julien had thought she wanted to
be a psychologist, now she is not exactly sure. She will be
moving to Orrington this summer and hopes to get a job in
retail.

“We did the best we could with what
we knew. When we knew better, we
did better.”
			Maya Angelou

Summer Speakers Series
The Good Life Center at 372 Harborside Rd., Harborside hosts
its annual Summer Speakers Series.Keep your eyes peeled
for their schedule. Events run from July 7 through Aug. 25 and
include local speakers, academics, workshops, and Jackson
Gilman’s environmental presentation for the whole family on
Sunday, Aug. 3 at 2 pm.
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Check it out!
www.brooksvillemaine.org

The Brooksville Breeze originated as a newletter to increase community communication, thus supporting the mission of Brooksville Friends & Neighbors (BFN)
to strengthen and encourage local activities that promote health, both physical and
emotional. The Breeze welcomes your comments, suggestions and donations to
offset costs of printing and mailing. It is published four times a year.

Tell us who you are:

Monday, July 7, 7:30–9:00

Brooksville Friends & Neighbors, P.O. Box 101, Brooksville, ME 04617
Name
Address
City

Mark Your Calendars
for Summer Fun!

State

Zip

Phone
E-mail

We hope you enjoy this free newsletter. We appreciate donations to help support The Breeze. Summer resident? You can receive The Breeze by e-mail for
your off-season enjoyment.
We continue to welcome your comments and suggestions for articles:

Flash in the Pans

outside the Community Center.
Donations benefit Reversing Falls
Sanctuary and the
Brooksville
Community
Center

Sunday, July 27 3:00–6:00 pm

Open House

Brooksville Free Public Library.
Fun, music, and refreshments in
abundance. Fabulous silent auction
with works by Brooksville artists and
craftpeople. Puppet show
for kids by Richard Merrill.

