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Brooksville’s Best-Kept Secret
joan maccracken

Good news these days bears repeating over and over. And right here
in Brooksville, we have something to
crow about: The Brooksville Education
Foundation. Though many of us might
have heard of and perhaps donated to
the Maryann Snow Bates Education
Foundation, started in 2000 to help
provide scholarship funds for post-secondary studies, we may not be aware of
the recent expansion of the foundation,
which now includes six separate funds
to aid our Brooksville residents in the
pursuit of education. The name of this
broader family of funds was changed
in 2012 to The Brooksville Education
Foundation (BEF), reflecting the addition of the other named funds, which
have more focused priorities.
	At this time, the goal is growing
an endowment, now close to a million
dollars, to build a sustainable, significant, and enduring foundation, which
can continue its mission to provide
financial assistance or other educational
activities for the Brooksville residents
of all ages.
For the first twelve years, the
primary focus was on high school
seniors desiring to continue their postsecondary education. Adults wanting
to continue their educational careers
also received assistance. The Maryann
Snow Bates Educational Foundation
celebrated its tenth anniversary in 2010,
having distributed over $217,000 in
financial aid to Brooksville students

and raising more than half a million
dollars for the endowment from citizens of Brooksville and friends of the
Foundation.
During these early years, Brooksville Elementary School received funds
for small grants at the discretion of then
principal Corinne Pert to “encourage
students and teachers at BES to explore

and document learning in interesting and creative ways.” Seniors were
presented at graduation with a book
of their choice from the Foundation;
the students had to write a letter to the
Foundation supporting their selection.
ProScope microscopes, purchased with
Foundation support, allowed students
of all ages to see and photograph moving organisms. A parent-coached robotics team encouraged developing young
engineers to problem-solve projects.
Kathy Andrews organized a science
night with presenters, which was very
popular. Occasionally, children were
supported in their extracurricular activities, such as music lessons and theater
camp. As Corinne Pert wrote in 2010,
“The Foundation is a strong partner to
Brooksville students in the lifelong pursuit of learning.”
In 1999, Gerry Bryan and Mike
McMillan were instrumental in creating a foundation to “underwrite offbudget items for program enrichment at
BES.” From the beginning, the Maine
Community Foundation has handled
the business side of running the funds.
The original fifteen-member board
came from the Brooksville community. After several meetings, the board
realized that there was greater need in
supporting post-secondary education
for Brooksville students. The Foundation wanted this “new venture to be
tied to the Brooksville community and
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found an inspirational story of the late
Maryann Snow Bates. She was a high
school dropout, who subsequently completed her GED, then received a BS in
Education, taught for a few years in
Sedgwick and Brooksville, then continued her education, earning a Master’s
and Ph.D. in Anthropology, eventually teaching as a college professor at
SUNY Binghamton’s School of Education. Her parents, Frank and Virginia
Snow, were extremely supportive and
delighted to have this educational fund
named in honor and memory of their
daughter. The first scholarships were
given in 2001. Today, this fund continues to be the flagship, all-purpose fund
for scholarships.
The same year of 2000, a donation
was made to establish the Isabel Grindle Condon Fund. Isabel, born in North
Brooksville, taught in Winterport. Castine, Sedgwick, and ultimately Brooksville. She taught a number of different
grades. Though she retired in 1967, she
immediately signed up for the substitute list so she wouldn’t miss the children. Scholarships from this fund are
awarded preferentially to those students
in the pursuit of a teaching career.
Two other funds named in honor of
Brooksville residents and given for specific areas of educational direction now
exist. The Phyllis Ames Cox Scholarship Fund, established in 2009, helps
support those students interested in a
career in veterinary sciences or in international relations. As a child, Phyllis
Cox spent her summers in Castine and
later in Brooksville. In 2002, she and
her husband, Archibald Cox, retired
year-round to Brooksville. She loved
animals and co-founded the first 4-H
Horse Club in the United States, serving 4-H for 50 years. In 2010, friends
of Brooksville native, Faye Austin
Cosentino, endowed a scholarship fund,
honoring her remarkable career and

passion in the fields of nursing and historical research. Faye Austin Cosentino
Scholarship Funds are awarded to those
pursuing a nursing or history degree.
	An additional fund, the First Generation Fund, was created to recognize
those who are the first in their immediate family to continue on with postsecondary education. The scholarships
aim to encourage our Brooksville youth
to keep growing and learning by attaining a degree, a certificate, or license,
opening more doors in their future.
Tiffany Mitchell was the first recipient
of this fund and currently is a senior in
the honors program at the University
of Maine. At this time, she is doing
her student teaching in Brewer and
hopes to find her first teaching position
next fall with middle or high school
students.
In 2014, nineteen students received
scholarships, and the average award for
this past year was $2000. The trustees
review each application, considering
need and merit. Luckily, due to sufficient support from the donors (over
170 donations this year, 25 of which
were memorial donations), all qualifying applicants have received support.
Remarkably, these scholarships will
be renewed annually to support the
students through their years of study as
long as they remain in good academic
standing. In 2014, six new students
received their first award: Sara Clifford
towards an associate degree in early
childhood education, Tessa Clifford
towards a certificate in dental hygiene,
Nikki Betts Jaffray towards a BS in
nursing, Savannah Leaf towards a BS
in pre-med, Estelle Poole towards an
associate degree in liberal studies in
art, and Philip Shaheen towards a BS
in engineering. Twelve others received
renewals, continuing to obtain their
bachelor degrees.
	And there is more. The current

trustees (Richard Ackerman, Robert
Brown, Jr, Sarah Cox, Richard Howard, Martha Jordan, Rayanne Kleiner,
Michael McMillan, Darene Powell,
Verena Stoll, Marc Tucker) under the
enthusiastic and energetic leadership
of co-founder and Chairman Michael
McMillan have explored new avenues
to support our Brooksville youth. First,
the new pilot Senior Partners Program
at George Stevens Academy aims
to match a Brooksville senior class
member with an incoming freshman.
“These seniors serve as role models
and guides, helping freshmen navigate
unfamiliar and sometimes confusing
terrain,” according to the 2014 BFE
newsletter. School transitions can present difficulties as our graduating eighth
graders advance from a school of 50
plus students to a high school with over
300 students. Martha Jordan, an experienced social worker and guidance
counselor, worked hard to establish
“Senior Partners.” Programs such as
this that provide a more supportive environment in high schools are developing nationally, and Brooksville will not
be left behind.
Finally, the Brooksville Children’s Fund, one of the six funds of
BEF, received an anonymous gift of
$10,000, allowing the start-up of the
new “Project Read Up!” A twenty-year
research study from the University of
Nevada published in 2010 documented
evidence that “as few as 25 books in
the home appear to create ‘a culture
of scholarship’ in which reading and
education are valued.” This atmosphere
added 3.5 years of education to the
children studied. This could mean the
difference between a high school education and finishing college. Quite significant was the fact that it was books
in the home and a reading culture that
(Continued on page 5)
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After the Storm
					
On Saturday night, November 1,
Maine’s first blizzard pounded the state,
and by Monday morning more than
135,000 people statewide had lost their
power and many, their phone service.
Hancock County was hit hard, with the
towns of Castine, Blue Hill, Deer Isle,
Stonington, and Brooksville losing an
amazing number of trees. High winds,
heavy snow, and unfrozen ground
created an environment conducive to
snapped tops and uprooted trees, often
bringing down power and telephone
lines and blocking roads.
In many ways, this storm was as
memorable as the Ice Storm of 1998
due to the sheer number of trees that
toppled, leaving gigantic walls of tree
roots and wet soil perpendicular to the
ground. At times, multiple trees fell
in different directions, looking like
a pile of pick-up sticks. Once again,
folks who had postponed investing
in a generator rued their unwise
decision. As power repairmen from
as far away as Canada came to assist,
many folks sat in the cold, silent dark.
Complicating the situation was the
Fairpoint telephone workers’ strike that
resulted in locally known telephone

linemen unable to come to a quick
rescue.
Brooksville came alive with the
sound of chain saws heard all over
the town, as firemen, neighbors and
hardy home owners attempted to clear
trees off driveways and roads. Several
people were literally trapped in their
homes with no outside communication,
nowhere to go, and no heat or running
water. Luckily, the temperature was
moderately mild, allowing helpers to
stay outdoors and pipes to not freeze
up. According to Gayle Clifford, the
telephone company made sure that
the Town House lines were working
by Tuesday so that citizens could
exercise their right to vote and voting
results could be called in. Brooksville’s
residents came out in impressive
numbers to vote. Some came to settle
in at the library, where heat and lights
were available. It wasn’t exactly
business as usual, but the Town House
and fire station provided a warm spot,
a spigot for water, and a location for a
hot shower.
From the very start, the Brooksville
fire department and able friends rose to
the tremendous challenge of clearing
the roads. The Coastal Road in West
Brooksville was
blocked with some
enormous trees,
and it appeared
that opening the
Varnumville Road
first would be an
easier task, as many
of the sixty downed
trees were only
modest size. But as
the fireman cleared
the road and the
wind picked up,
trees behind them
would continue to
snap and fall.

	Once the major roads were open,
some helpers began bringing generators
to cold houses. But many driveways
presented the same picture of fallen
trees. One resident reported 100 trees
covering their long driveway. Another
home on the Cape required four men
with chainsaws working four hours to
reach the home of an elderly woman.
	Matt Dow, Fire Chief, feels that
the citizens of Brooksville “pulled
together so nicely” to assist their
neighbors. Asked to do something,
neighbors responded with a yes.
There was a joining together to get
the job done that Matt was very glad
to see. He also said that other towns
were able to help out more than
they were able in the Ice Storm of
’98. Perhaps better communications
and some towns less affected by the
storm made the difference. Sedgwick
loaned Brooksville generators as the
days dragged on without power. One
older resident said that his generator
wouldn’t start, and he had called
around to buy one, but most stores
were out of generators except for
larger more expensive ones, which he
finally bought out of desperation. Pat
Farr said, “I was some glad that my
husband bought a generator a few years
ago. It only takes one use to make it
all worthwhile.” She laughed. It’s her
feeling that we’ve had more power
outages in the last several years. We
both commented that our trees have
grown taller, perhaps approaching the
end of their vigorous lifespan. Because
our power lines were already down
and dead, my husband and I took the
opportunity to drop eight to ten more
trees that had the potential of falling
on the line in the next storms. After
eight days with no land phone, we
witnessed a dedicated phone repairman
(Continued on page 5)
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Activities
Brooksville Elementary School
See the school website for schedules and
other information • Info: 326-8500 or
www.brooksvilleschool.org.
Brooksville Free Public Library
Hours: see box to right • Book Club: 2nd
Monday, 10 am • Readers’ Cafe, a place to
discuss a wide variety of books: 3rd Sat. of
month, 10–11 am • Children’s Storytime:
2nd Sat. of month, 10–11:30 am, beginning Sat., Feb. 14. • Check out the web site
for news and announcements • Info: 3264560 or www.brooksvillelibrary.org.
Iyengar Yoga Center
Iyengar Yoga for precise alignment, skillful action, harmony • Spacious, wellequipped studio • Special Workshop: Iyengar Yoga for the Lower Back, Sat., March
28, 10:30 am–12 noon. Certified Iyengar
teacher David Yearwood will teach basic
sequence to provide simple, effective ways
to safely relieve lower back pain. • Kim
Peralta, teaching director. • 1499 Coastal
Rd. • Info: 326-2037 or www.iyengaryogamaine.com.
Brooksville United
Methodist Church
Buck’s Harbor Sanctuary, 713 Coastal Rd.
(next to the market) • Community Coffee:
Every Monday, weather permitting, from
7–9 am until the market opens again •
Worship: Sundays, 10 am • Info: 469-7850
or garyvencill@gmail.com.
Brooksville Historical Society
Meets every second Wed. of the month at 7
pm at the Town House. All are welcome.
Genealogy Research Assistance
Thursday evenings, 6–8 pm, Brooksville
Library. Ask for BFPL volunteer Liz
Hotchkiss. Can’t make Thursday evening?
Call for appointment: 326-8570.

Neighborcare
Neighbors helping neighbors. Volunteers
provide free health-related services, respite, transportation, errands, etc. Call for
assistance or to volunteer at 326-4735.
Brooksville Friends and Neighbors
Meets 1st Wed. of every month, 6:30–8
pm, Town House • Info: Joan MacCracken, 326-0916.
Reversing Falls Sanctuary
Community Sings with Carl Karush:
Every Friday, 4–5:30 pm. Everyone welcome. We’ll sing rounds, old folk songs,
who knows what else?! Bring an instrument if you’d like. Tambourines and shakers available for all comers. Info: Carl at
479-3261 • Fiber Arts Exhibit: opening
Sun., Feb. 1, 3–5 pm. Exhibit open to
public Feb. 5–8, 1–4 pm. Performance
on Fri., Feb. 6 • Celebrating Sacred Space
and Time: film, John Imber’s Left Hand,
Sun., Feb. 22, 4 pm • Celebrating Reversing Falls Sanctuary as Sacred Space: Sun.,
March 1, 4 pm • Celebrating Local Farms
as Sacred through the Lens of Art: Sun.,
March 8, 4 pm • Celebrating Sacred Spaces of the World, The Lost Language of
Architecture: Sun., March 15 (pending), 4
pm • Celebrating the Bagaduce as Sacred
Space, An Exhibit of Tonyia Peasley’s
photographs: March 22 (pending), 4 pm •
Celebrating “Thin Places” of Brooksville,
the Peninsula, and the World, A Celtic
Service: Sun., March 29 (pending), 4 pm
• Please see web site for more information
and other program announcements • 818
Bagaduce Rd., North Brooksville • www.
reversingfalls.org.
Wednesday Evening Meditation Group
Practices that evoke the qualities of wisdom, compassion, and natural awareness
• Every Wednesday, 6–7 pm • Iyengar
Yoga Center, 1499 Coastal Rd. • Info:
Philip at 326-4047 or Sheila at 326-4279.

Daughters of the American Revolution
We are taking the winter off. Next regular meeting: April 13, 1 pm, Blue Hill Library. Membership is open to women 18
and older who can prove their lineage to
someone who supported the Americans in
the Revolutionary War. Info: Nancy Bell,
Regent: 207-212-8203 or Liz Hotchkiss,
326-8570.
West Brooksville
Congregational Church, UCC
Please check reader board for special programs • Sunday School: 9–9:45 am • Sunday Worship Service: 10 am. All welcome
• 1597 Coastal Rd. • Rev. Barbara Brakey •
326-8283 or bvonchad3@hotmail.com.

Town Office		
326-4518
Monday
9 am–2 pm
Wednesday
9 am–2 pm
Thursday
6 pm–8 pm
Selectman
		
Town Clerk
Treasurer
Tax Collector

John Gray
Richard Bakeman
Amber Bakeman
Freida Peasley
Yvonne Redman

Burn Permits at Fire Station
Thursdays from 7–8 pm
Harbormasterr Sarah Cox 326-9622
Library		
326-4560
Monday
9 am–5 pm
Wednesday
9 am–5 pm
Thursday
6 pm–8 pm
Saturday
9 am–12 noon
Post Office Window
Mon.–Fri.
7:30–11:30 am		
		
1:45–3:45 pm
Saturday
8:30–10:30 am
Post Office Lobby
Mon.–Fri.
7:30 am–4 pm
Saturday
8:30–10:30 am
Buck’s Harbor Market
Closed until mid-May

326-8683
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predicted twice as strongly “the educational attainment as compared to family income or educational level of the
parents through and including PhDs.”
Recognizing this significant research,
the Brooksville Education Foundation
is undertaking and supporting the Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library here in
our community. Every child ages 0–4
years enrolled in the program will receive FREE each month in the mail an
age-appropriate, high quality book. A
Brooksville newborn will have the opportunity to receive a total of 60 books
for their personal library, until they turn
five. Any child may be signed up before
their fifth birthday. Enrollment forms
may be obtained at BES, the town library, or on the excellent foundation

website (www.brooksvilleeducationfoundation.org). Project Read Up! is a
community-based effort, and the foundation is working in partnership with
the library and the elementary school.
The goal is to increase awareness of
the significant long-term, life-changing
effects of early reading as well as
stimulating fun parent/child interaction
through reading together. Both Sarah
Cox and Dee Powell helped bring the
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library to
our town. Donations to the new BEF
Children’s Fund will be gratefully accepted and will hopefully allow this
new project to continue for years to
come.
	Everyone in Brooksville should
know about these tremendous

opportunities for our youth. The goal of
the Brooksville Education Foundation
is to encourage, support, and nurture
our growing children in the educational
arena as well as stimulate Brooksville’s
adults to advance their own education
to be able to reach their highest potential. Mike McMillan believes that an
endowment of two million dollars will
allow the scholarship awards to be increased and the foundation to continue
for generations. We in Brooksville
should feel proud and lucky to have
such a dedicated and noble organization
in our town. A tremendous thank-you
is due to those involved, for their persistence, perseverance, purpose, and
passion.

After the Storm
continued from page 3

from Indiana no less climb our poles
in the pitch black of night with a small
headlamp to reconnect us. Quite a feat!
	Over two months have passed since
our week of power loss. Chain saws
continue to be heard as people work to
clean up the mess. Road Commissioner
Mark Blake works tirelessly to pick
up along the town roads. According
to Selectman John Gray, the state is
responsible for at least twenty feet from
the centerline on the Coastal Road
and the Bagaduce Road. One wonders
how long that cleanup will take. John
commented, “It’s biodegradable and in
time will not be noticed, just like after
the ice storm.” I’ve heard that some
folks on the Cape unfortunately remain
without phone service. Even recently,
Emera was working to fix fallen power
lines to summer homes on Cape Rosier.

Several citizens, the town officials,
and the fire department have talked
about an emergency plan for the town
to use during these major weather
disruptors. As a bare minimum, it
seems a wise idea to have a list of
folks who have no means of heat
without electricity and/or no means
of communication without land lines.
At this time, a volunteer survey for
the town’s citizens has been created
and will hopefully soon be distributed.
During power outages, several people
with generators and warm homes with
extra bedrooms and running water
are willing to invite less fortunate
neighbors into their homes for safety
and comfort.
I could name so many folks who
helped others during the storm but
would hate to miss anyone. You know

who you are. We thank our volunteer
firemen and all the other hard workers
who tirelessly cleared roads and
driveways and checked on Brooksville
residents. In the meantime, if you can,
you might want to consider buying a
generator now that the stores have been
restocked. Remember to run it outside
to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning.
Refill your oil lamps and stock up on
batteries and candles. A single butane
portable cooktop would allow you at
least to have a hot meal. One older
woman told me afterwards that she
would have given anything for a cup of
hot coffee during that week.
Like the Boy Scouts have always
said, “Be prepared,” and don’t be afraid
to ask for help from your Brooksville
neighbors.
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Check it out!
www.brooksvillemaine.org

The Brooksville Breeze originated as a newletter to increase community communication, thus supporting the mission of Brooksville Friends & Neighbors (BFN)
to strengthen and encourage local activities that promote health, both physical and
emotional. The Breeze welcomes your comments, suggestions and donations to
offset costs of printing and mailing.

Tell us who you are:
Brooksville Friends & Neighbors, P.O. Box 101, Brooksville, ME 04617
Name
Address
City

State

Zip

Phone
E-mail

We hope you enjoy this free newsletter. We appreciate donations to help support The Breeze. Summer resident? You can receive The Breeze by e-mail for
your off-season enjoyment.
We continue to welcome your comments and suggestions for articles:

Town Meeting
Tuesday,
March 3, 2015

Don’t forget to vote
at the Town House
on Monday, March 2

