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Our New Principal is Ready to Go
What do you get when a native-born Brooksville Elementary school graduate (1991) successfully completes four
years at George Stevens Academy in Blue Hill, obtains her
Bachelor’s Degree in elementary education and Master’s Degree in educational leadership from the University of Maine
in Orono, and chooses to live in her home town with her two
kids? You get Cammie Fowler Lepper, who in September
started her first full academic year as our new teaching principal. When Katherine Clifford, long time Brooksville native and Cammie’s 3rd and 4th grade teacher some years ago,
learned of this appointment, she wasn’t surprised. “I always
knew even back then that this little girl was special and would
make something of herself.”
True to form, Cammie is ready to go. “It was a long
spring!” she admitted, though. After the departure in mid-year
of the former principal, Todd Nelson, she was named interim
principal, while continuing teaching math to her 6th graders
and adding teaching English Language Arts to the 7th and 8th

graders. Quite a load! When she was offered the permanent
position, she enthusiastically accepted, feeling ready to assume this new role.
Her teaching experience has prepared her well. Right out
of college in 1998, she taught 8th grade at Sedgwick Elementary under Principal Don Buckingham, a terrific role model.
After Cole’s birth, this new mother realized she wanted to put
parenting first and not work full time. So when a part-time
Title I position opened in Brooksville, upon the retirement of
Mrs. Carley Ferden (who incidentally had been Cammie’s 1st
and 2nd grade teacher), Cammie jumped. For the next few
years she worked part-time, had her second child, Jake, and
commuted once a week to Orono for three years to obtain her
Masters Degree in educational leadership. In the last several
years she has taught full time preschool and kindergarten and
most recently 5th and 6th grades at Brooksville Elementary.
My direct question to our new principal was “What challenges do you see ahead or what are your dreams for the
school?”
Quite quickly she responded, “I see an opportunity to be
a model for small, rural, excellent education. I would let go
of the challenges and look for what we can do and work to be
able to show ‘this is how it’s done.’ ’’ Cammie believes that
with the low student to teacher ratio, allowing individualized
learning plans for every student, and the amazing support of
the community, both financially and with energetic volunteers, this school will attract new young families to Brooksville. The recent survey of Brooksville residents showed that
almost everyone believes in the importance of a school in our
town. Some said, “A town is not a town without a school.”
In the immediate future changes are on the horizon.
Three different search committees made up of two parents,
two school board members, two staff, and the principal interviewed and selected Tanya Bannon for 5th and 6th grade,
Rosanna McFarlane for 3rd and 4th, and Alex Drenga for Ed
tech. Our new principal stated that the education consultant,
Mary Jane McCalmon, the former superintendent of Portland
Schools, was worth every penny for her guidance. The faculty
is learning team-building skills with the goal to make Brooksville Elementary a high-functioning, dynamic organization.
Cammie remained quite busy this summer. On Mondays,
she was available in the school office and on Wednesdays
Continued on Page 8
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Brooksville’s David’s Folly Farm Creates Community
JOAN MacCRACKEN

Emma and John Altman, the current owners of David’s Folly, are finding creative ways to keep their beautiful 1819 saltwater farm sustainable. On
a sunny yet nippy day in September, I
return there to learn just how this industrious Brooksville couple is managing.
Five years before, when I first
interviewed them (Issue August 2012,
Brooksville Breeze), the Altmans had
just moved from their Bagaduce Road
Sunrise Farm to become tenant farmers
at David’s Folly, then owned by Donald
Sussman, who had purchased the large,
vacant, neglected property, hopefully
to revert the property to an active farm.
Both John and Emma were ready to
take on the challenge of rural farming,
but with their eyes wide-open. This
was no romantic dream—well, maybe a
little. Emma had been raised on a working farm in Montana and John’s family
had summered in Maine for years. Each
realized the effort and persistence needed to bring David’s Folly back to a successful working farm. They hoped to

“analyze the need and supply the market,” John had commented. “We will
try to produce enough but not too much
of any one product. Diversity is the key
for a small farmer,” he had added. I
recall John saying, “With these beautiful pastures, the magnificent barn, a
rambling farmhouse, if we can’t make
a go of it, nobody can,” and Emma had
laughed.
True to their plan, John and Emma
began with diversity. The farm boasted
a herd of Nubian goats, sheep, chickens, and pigs. They initially sold goat
cheese, lamb, chicken, and pork. Several realities became apparent over
time. Most of these animals were laborintensive and other factors such as wet
pastures played into the awareness that
flexibility in the plan was necessary.
John and Emma worked almost continuously while raising their own brood
of four kids at home. John had put
major effort into farm improvements,
yet they did not own the farm. So they
approached Sussman to purchase the

property. After much red tape, understanding the property restrictions, and
the vital help of a USDA loan, they
became proud owners of David’s Folly
in April 2013. Now with a mortgage
payment and ownership, virtually “a
monkey on our back,” they had to create new means of generating income to
remain sustainable.
They still have a working farm,
but the goats and sheep are gone now.
The couple regrets giving up the spring
lambing. David’s Folly now focuses
on raising grain-fed pigs and chickens, selling fresh farm-raised eggs and
bacon. Their store is “always” open
for sausage, bacon, ground pork, pork
roast. You’d be extremely lucky to get
their pork chops or pork tender loins,
as Erin French, chef of “The Lost
Kitchen” reserves them all for her restaurant,” John says. Focusing on raising
pigs makes economic and timesaving
sense. “Pigs do well in the snow, are
heartier than goats, and, unlike sheep,
don’t mind wet feet,” John adds. Twice
a year they send their market pigs to
Guilford’s Herring Brothers Meats
—once around Eastertime when the
“polar” pigs are sacrificed (polar means
they matured to market weight through
the winter) and then in November before the holidays.
Emma and I walk out back to see
the fifty piglets and market pigs. I’m
impressed with the size of the sows
(seven), and the number of piglets one
mother can nurse (twelve to fourteen).
At eight weeks, the little piglets will be
weaned and sent to the woods pasture
where they will mature for market as
polar pigs at about 220 lbs. “Lucky,”
their only boar, comes to greet us at the
electric fence. He’s lucky in two ways.
First, he was the only piglet to survive
as one of thirteen piglets, and now he
has seven sows to “watch” over and
just like a stallion is loaned for his services to other farms, Emma tells me he
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now weighs about 400 pounds. That’s a
lot of bacon!
John and Emma have other things
going on at the farm these days. In the
summer of 2013, the Altmans held six
successful farm dinners for sixty people
each with five-course meals, provided
by talented Erin French, a mobile chef
at that time. Then Max Treitler of the
Blue Hill Wine Shop and his bride-tobe Mary Alice asked John and Emma
if they could have their wedding on the
farm. Gourmet hot dogs, a live band
from NYC, and an amazing purple
sunset ceremony thrilled the guests.
And that was the beginning of requests
for weddings at David’s Folly. Word of
mouth carried the news of a new venue
for weddings, a working saltwater farm
in beautiful Brooksville, Maine, complete with a ceremonial spot down by
the water’s edge of Smith Cove and a
spotless barn for dinner and dancing.
Initially, most of the wedding parties
had some connection to Maine. But
Emma and John now get calls from all
around New England and NYC. This
year they deftly handled 8 weddings
and feel that in the future twelve weddings might be possible, though they
each take a deep breath when they tell
me this. It’s an intensive work weekend
for the couple. Their children are now
five years older, Lilly, 23, Nick,14,
Isabelle, 8, and Rye, 6, and help with
several chores. Though the wedding
party hires their own caterers such as
Bar Harbor Catering, Bianco Catering,
Trillium from Belfast, La Mason from
the Blue Hill Inn, and Aragosta from
Stonington, the busy Altmans set up the
dining room, i.e., the barn, direct parking, taxi non-walking visitors in rented
golf carts or hay wagons to the eightminute walk or two-minute ride to the
coastal ceremonial spot, scenic at both
high and low tides. Finally, John and
Emma even wash all the dishes. “Each
wedding is different and beautiful,”
Emma says. This year a traditional Jewish wedding, a first for the farm, impressed her. “Helping to create a unique
intimate atmosphere for the joyful
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families and friends is a pleasure,” she
adds. John mentions that the city folk
just seem to relax as formalities retreat
and they experience the wonder and
beauty of this working farm on the
Maine coast.
Weddings are not the only events
taking place here. With the inside of
the barn now devoid of hay bales, dust,
and spider webs, the beautiful refurbished building offers a perfect venue
for just about anything. So far in the
last few years the list is quite diverse
and expanding, from fundraisers for
the Tree of Life, the Food Pantry, and
Magic Food Bus to a welcoming dinner for the Seeds of Peace chaperones
to a memorial service for Brooksville
resident, Barbara Peppey. The Blue
Hill Heritage Trust has held its annual
meeting here, and the Brooksville Public Library’s used the space for their
fundraising auction. The Island Culinary And Ecological Center (ICEC) in
Stonington holds its yearly get-together
on the farm. A lively evening of music
by Brooksville’s own Soul Benders
draws large crowds from all around the
Peninsula and the floorboards support
a dancing audience. A one-day poultry
workshop, educating attendees on raising and processing chickens was successful as was the two-day workshop
on preparing a pig from “nose to tail.”
Unique to this summer were two

events: Former Maine US Senator
George Mitchell spoke to a packed
barn of over 270 people, telling some
comical stories, giving some sound
advise, and staying on to sign his new
book, The Negotiator. The Brooksville
Bicentennial Committee and David’s
Folly Farm treated a large, enthusiastic,
mixed Brooksville crowd to a spectacular fireworks display over the expansive
pastures. It was a night to remember.
I ask John and Emma for helpful
tidbits of advise for young people wanting to try farming as a lifestyle. “You
just have to try a lot of things…experiment, go for it and then be flexible…
you will benefit from whatever you try,
you will learn. Some choices are not
sustainable, even with lots of passion.
Some things are financially not viable.
Animal husbandry is challenging…
labor intensive.” Letting the sheep go
was hard for them, but Emma says,
“We still have Grandma,” their elevenyear-old ewe.
It is so obvious that the Altmans,
with passion, energy, focus, and vision, are creating a working saltwater
farm, supplying our area with local
pork and eggs, while sharing David’s
Folly and its old barn and property with
the greater Brooksville community for
gatherings. Right from the beginning,
Continued on Page 8
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A Terrific Leader to Take Our Library Forward
JOAN MacCRACKEN

Hopefully you have visited our
renovated Brooksville Free Public
Library, conveniently located in the
same building as our town offices
on the Coastal Road. Upon entering
the library, you will immediately be
impressed by the spacious, well-lit
environment with pleasantly spaced
stacks of available books, an inviting
children’s section, a computer area
for speedy internet access, and comfy
seating just calling you to stay awhile.
The friendly smile from a dedicated
library volunteer or our new librarian,
Brook Minner, will greet you and
willingly offer assistance.
You might glance at the bulletin
board, displaying notifications of
regular activities such the Monday
Morning Children Story Hour at 10 am,
The Readers’ Cafe on the 3rd Saturday
of the month at 10 am, the Second
Monday Book Club at 10 am, drop-in
technology help Wednesday, 10-12pm,
and Genealogy Assistance with Liz
Hotchkiss, Thursday, 6-8pm. You may
even discover an exhibit of our local
artists’ beautiful paintings hanging on
the walls.
It is obvious that the Brooksville
community values its library and has
for sometime with the help of the
Friends of the Library. The Library
Board is active and dedicated, holding
successful fundraisers to continue
improvements and innovations. Were
you lucky enough to hear Senator
George Mitchell speak at the recent
fundraiser at David’s Folly?
Fortunately for Brooksville we
have a terrific new librarian to guide
the library into our future. Brook
Minner was raised in Flagstaff,
Arizona, and started coming to Maine
for summers after high school.While
in college at Agnes Scott in Georgia,
majoring in history, Brook worked in
the college library, finding that work

very satisfying. After college she
worked on a 140-foot motor cruiser
for a season. While in the Caribbean
with the yacht, she met her future
husband, Mark Eastman, who hailed
from Bucksport, Maine. Slowly the
two followed a path back to Maine,
eventually building a home on the
Happytown Road in Ellsworth. And
that was 15 years ago. During those
years Brook kept busy raising her
daughter, Mabel, and successfully
completing her Master’s Degree in
Library Science through an online
program from Southern Connecticut
State University. Coincidentally or not,
Brook’s Master’s thesis was a study
of the Brooksville Free Library during
librarian Jane Plowman’s era, years
before the remodel. From 2007-2011
Brook was the assistant librarian at the
Blue Hill Library.
Just prior to accepting her
current position in Brooksville in
October 2016, she was Director of
Northeast Historic Film, a non-profit
organization, which collects, preserves,

and shares film related to Northern
New England. Though she learned
new skills on that job, Brook always
knew she wanted to return to library
work, so when the part-time position
in Brooksville became available, she
grabbed it. Brook had experienced the
positive atmosphere of Brooksville’s
library while writing her thesis, and is
excited to work with an enthusiastic
community in such a lovely new space.
Recently she and her family moved
to downtown Bucksport, where her
husband now owns Ocean Edge Realty.
Mabel, 8, is a third grader at the Bay
School. You will find Brook in the
library from 9-5pm on Mondays and
Wednesdays, and she tries to attend the
special evening programs. On other
days, Brook works part-time as the
director of Main Street Bucksport, a
downtown development organization.
She is enjoying bringing the Bucksport
community together to craft a
successful, robust future for the town
after the recent mill closure. Never
before has she had part-time jobs and
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is appreciating the flexibility this gives
her to work in jobs that she likes, while
still having time for family activities.
Luckily, too, Mabel has two sets of
grandparents living right in Bucksport,
so Brook has wonderful family support.
With her desire for increasing our
citizens’ use, she is actively working
with the supportive Board to bring in
new programs and funding. Already
our library has received two grants,
one from the Maine State Archives
to preserve the oral histories of
Brooksville citizens, which were taped
years ago, and another from the Maine
Community Foundation to support
the summer programming of visiting
authors. Brook hopes to draw more
children to the library, but realizes that
transportation is a big issue. Though the
after-school weekly reading program
has been going for many years, she
would like to expand opportunities for
our school-age population, but believes
that ideas for new programs should
come from the community. Recently,
a program by Hospice Volunteers of
Hancock County on end-of-life issues
was extremely well attended and there
has been an increase in library usage by
15-20%. The new Wednesday afternoon
Mahjong activity is an example of the
library having an open posture to new
things suggested by our residents.
So come to the library. Bring your
innovative ideas to expand our library’s
usage. Take out a new best seller
or read a good old classic. Perhaps
come to view the gallery of paintings
on the walls. Use the open free wifi
connection or just come to this friendly
space in Brooksville and perhaps
meet or bring a neighbor or if you just
happen to come to the town offices
for your dog or fishing license, your
car or boat registration, consider just
walking down the hall and saying hello
to Brook. We are very lucky to have her
enthusiasm, energy, and expertise.
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“I’ve Been Everywhere”
Written by Geoff Mack 1959 • Popularized by Johnny Cash
Adapted by John Gray 2017

Chorus

I’ve been everywhere, man
I’ve been everywhere.
Across the Bagaduce Bridge, man
I’ve breathed the ocean air
Travel, I’ve had my share, man
I’ve been everywhere
(repeat after every stanza

I’ve been to Brooksville, Sedgwick,
Brooklin, Blue Hill, Deer Isle, Stonington,
Penobscot, Castine, Surry, Ellsworth,
Orland, Bucksport.
I’ve been to Coastal Road,
Bagaduce Road, Herrick Road,
Back Road, Weir Cove Road,
Harborside Road, Wharf Road,
Ferry Road, Varnumville Road,
Bridge Road, Young’s Point Road,
Breezemere Road
I’ve been to Eggemoggin, Bucks Harbor,
Orcutt’s Harbor, Horseshoe Cove, Weir Cove,
Ames Cove, Orr’s Cove, Goose Cove, Tom Cod Cove,
Smith Cove, Lord’s Cove, Tapley Cove.
I’ve been to Brooksville Corner, South Brooksville,
West Brooksville, North Brooksville, Cape Rosier,
Harborside, Varnumville, Fowlerville, Walker Pond,
Snake Pond, Round Pound, Fresh Pond.
I’ve been to Caterpillar Hill, Kenches’ Mountain,
Winches Mountain, John B. Mountain,
Backwood Mountain, Perkins Mountain,
Cornfield Hill, Wasson’s Hill, Guide Board Hill,
Ridge Hill, Pound Hill, Porcupine Hill.
I’ve been to Harbor Island, Hog Island,
Pond Island, Western Island, Nautilus Island,
Ram Island, Hospital Island, Henry’s Island, Young’s Island,
Dog Island, Pumpkin Island, Nab’s Island
Abridged version
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The Bagaduce Theatre at the Fowler Farm
JOAN MacCRACKEN

It was late August when I was able
to catch a quiet moment with Monique
Fowler and John Vivian, creators of the
new Bagaduce Theatre. Since arriving
in June from their winter home in New
York City, the couple operated with
all engines full steam ahead, preparing for the opening of their 2017 July
theatre season. Monique planned an
ambitious schedule of three full plays
and seven staged readings, requiring a
cast of thirty actors. John transformed
the stately barn into an intimate stage
set, appropriate for the first play, Anton
Chekhov’s tragicomedy, The Cherry
Orchard. Costumes for all the plays,
also Monique’s task, had been collected
and altered over the winter while they
worked diligently to create an official
small professional theatre (SPT) with
501(c)(3) nonprofit status and obtain
recognition by the Actors’ Equity Association. This allowed their new theatre
to attract professional Broadway Equity
actors to Brooksville’s stage and offer
a few young theatre students summer
internships.
Just as the finishing touches of the
stage lighting were almost completed,
a major complication arose. John, the
general manager, fell off the high ladder, fracturing his hip and requiring
hospitalization. But as the saying goes,
the show must go on and so it did. On
a beautiful, star-studded evening, The
Cherry Orchard debuted to an enthusiastic, “packed house” in Fowler’s barn
with the second act performed outside
in the field at dusk, complete with a
fruit tree. I had seen this play many
years ago and recalled it as dark and
heavy, but for me, the actors brought to
life the tale of a home well loved during hard times in Russia. The superb
acting on opening night predicted what
was to come for the rest of July. Word
spread fast, drawing theatregoers from
across the peninsula.

Even as a child, Monique loved
to act. Her mother, Neva Unti, a professional actor, teacher, and director,
was a major mentor and supporter
of Monique’s risky career choice. In
1975, while on vacation as a college
student at Oberlin, Monique performed
in her grandfather’s barn Chekhov’s
one-act plays, The Bear and The Marriage Proposal, directed by her mother.
Two years later, Monique starred in
The Belle of Amherst at Buck’s Harbor
Yacht Club. After obtaining her Master’s Degree in Speech and Theatre at
the University of Michigan, Monique
apprenticed at the Trinity Square Theatre in Providence, Rhode Island, for
two years and then headed to NYC.
The rest is history, as she appeared on
Broadway, Off Broadway, and with
many repertoire theatres across the
country for over 35 years. Though she
made a few guest appearances on the
TV series of “Law and Order” and in
a few movies, classical live theatre
remains her passion. Velia, Monique’s
older sister, used the word “absorbed”
when she spoke about her sister in
“production mode.” “She truly lives,
eats, and drinks theatre. Every experience she has gives her ideas for her
plays.” Monique is a storyteller and
as she says in the Bagaduce Theatre
mission statement, “By telling the
fascinating tales of lives both close to
home and those more distant, we hope
to more fully embrace our common
humanity.”
John has worked in theatre for
45 years as stage manager. The list of
his responsibilities behind the scenes
is amazing, including reprimanding
young actors for being late for rehearsals and after opening night, when a
busy director moves on, the stage manager is in charge. From 1996 until 2008
John worked as stage manager for the
very successful Broadway play, Rent.

Most recently he worked at Lincoln
Center.
It was in 1972 that Monique’s
grandfather, Rear Admiral Joseph William Fowler, and his wife Mauri bought
the farm from 92 year-old Ada Mills
Tapley. “The Admiral,” as he was affectionately called, wanted to live in
Brooksville for six months, away from
Florida’s hot summers, and provide
a special place for his son, wife, and
three granddaughters, to come together.
Monique and Velia both remember
coming to the Brooksville farm initially
during their college years after their
grandfather purchased it and recall him
as a marvelous storyteller and a gracious man. Born and raised on a farm
in Lewiston, Fowler graduated from
Annapolis Naval Academy and earned
a Master’s Degree in naval architecture
from M.I.T. During his naval career, he
was stationed at many naval shipyards
such as Bremerton and even in China,
serving as chief engineer and master
builder of warships. Upon retiring from
the Navy after many years, the Admiral
was asked by Walt Disney to help build
a theme park---Disneyland! Fowler had
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designed ships in the Navy, so why not
design a Showboat. The story goes that
when Mr. Disney asked him to build a
tunnel through a mountain or a submarine underwater, Fowler would reply,
“Can do!” and his nickname became
“Can Do Fowler.” Later when Disney
wanted to build Disney World in Florida, guess whom he asked? Yes, sure, it
was “Can Do Fowler.” In 1990 he was
received the distinguished Disney Legends Award.
On the Fowler farm The Admiral hired young Basil Ladd to be his
full-time caretaker. Basil remembers
clearing the expansive fields, which
were all overgrown with alders and the
barn in disrepair. Eventually, Fowler
had a gigantic vegetable garden. Basil
recalls acres of peas, and at one point
Basil hired 32 Brooksville children
to pick the crop. To restore the barn,
Basil and a team raised the structure
thirteen feet and built a firm foundation. For over twenty years, the Fowlers
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enjoyed their Mills Point Road Farm.
Mrs. Fowler spent her last five years in
the Island Nursing Home, but before
his death in 1993 at age 99, the Admiral happily welcomed his new baby
great-grandson, Lewis, son of Velia.
The senior Fowlers now rest in Brooksville’s Lakeview Cemetery, overlooking Walker’s Pond. Sadly, Josie, the
youngest granddaughter died in 2006.
In 2013 upon the death of their mother,
the remaining two sisters, Monique and
Velia, inherited the Fowler farm. In the
1980’s, their father Dr. J.W. Fowler, Jr.,
because of his intense love for nature
and the farm, had placed the majority
of property in trust with the Castine
Conservation Trust as “land forever
wild.”
After a slight pause in mid-August,
Monique and John began preparing
for a special spontaneous production:
several weekend performances in September of a one woman-play, The Bell
of Amherst, written by Wallace Luce.

Monique reacquainted herself with
some 50 pages of script to play the role
of reclusive poet Emily Dickinson…not
a task that I myself could ever imagine.
John, almost healed from his accident,
designed the set and orchestrated the
building of theatre risers for a better
viewing experience. Their efforts resulted in a marvelous two-act play, extremely well received by the audience
and with very positive reviews by the
Bangor Daily News and the Ellsworth
American.
Soon John and Monique will head
back to NYC, but we can be sure that
they are already thinking about next
year’s schedule. The Bagaduce Theatre
this year brought several talented, seasoned Broadway actors to our shores
and several local Maine actors had
an opportunity to perform with these
professionals. Many in our community
reached out to help with the productions, such as Joanne Kimball, Polly
Bishop, Pam Sharp, and Sandy Slater.
Sandy’s son Marty Tapley keeps the
expansive fields mowed. Six local residents graciously housed the theatre’s
visiting actors. Theatregoers and others
are asked to observe the 20 mph speed
limit to respect the tranquility and
safety of Mills Point Road neighbors.
While attending a performance, go
early for a picnic or walk down to the
water’s edge. It is a peaceful and pastoral experience.
Monique feels lucky to have
worked with many famous actors and
directors during her professional acting
career and believes that the Bagaduce
Continued on Page 8

This edition of The Breeze is
dedicated to the memory of
our dear friend Jean Webster,
who kept us on the
grammatical straight
and narrow and
punctuated properly.
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New Principal

she helped with the new Garden Camp,
which combined gardening and literacy.
Twelve children grades 1st through 5th
kept personal journals capturing their
experiences with this new activity.
The greenhouse project, which began
several years ago and at first was very
productive growing vegetables for the
school kitchen, had, over the last few
years, lost its momentum and leadership. Now with the help of Justine
Appel, Anna Wind, and Cammie, the
greenhouse is once again an integral
part of Brooksville Elementary curriculum. According to our new principal, this experiential summer learning
produced “happy kids in a magical
environment.”
The School Board now consists
of five members: Eliot Coleman, Matt

David’s Folly Farm
continued from page 1

continued from page 3

Freedman, Patty Tapley, Helen Condon, and Charles Tarr. Elements that
our new energetic, motivated principal
would particularly like to see develop
between the school, the school board,
and the community are “trust, transparency, and team work.” Cammie
believes it is the right time, the right
moment, and with this combination
“the future is bright and failure is not
an option!”
So stay tuned. Exciting, new activities like the amazing School Talent
Show at the end of last year, bringing
the wider Brooksville community together, should become the new norm.
Principal Cammie Lepper has her focus
on today and the future.

this couple wanted to support their local community and preserve the farm.
Because of the history of David’s
Folly and its continuity for almost 200
years, the name will stay, yet it seems
a misnomer: folly--lack of good sense,
understanding, and foresight. Yes,
the fields are wet (thus the name), but
Emma and John understand the reality of running a sustainable farm, have
good sense to be flexible, and the foresight to look to the future for their family and the Brooksville community.

Bagaduce Theatre

Happy Birthday, Brooksville!

continued from page 7

Theatre provides her with an opportunity to mentor a younger generation
of hopeful actors and at the same time
bring to local audiences a touch of
Broadway right here in Brooksville.
With her “can do” attitude, I am confident she will continue to successfully
pursue her acting, playwriting, and
directing passions in Brooksville. And
John, her devoted husband, will be
backstage, supporting Monique and the
whole operation.
With the New Surry Theatre in
Blue Hill, the Stonington Opera House,
and now The Bagaduce Theatre in
Brooksville our rural Blue Hill region
can surely boast of having quality theatres and many diverse opportunities
for budding actors. So make a point to
visit our summer and year-round theatre offerings! You’ll be glad you did.
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UPDATES on our town
Iyengar Yoga Center

Brooksville Historical Society

The Iyengar Yoga Center at 1499
Coastal Road, next door to the
Brooksville Elementary School,
was opened in 2013 and is now a
thriving center, serving folks from
near and far who are attracted by
the health benefits of Iyengar yoga,
a step-by-step method that makes
it possible for those who are not
particularly flexible to practice yoga
safely and avoid injury. Beginner
classes on Tuesday and Saturday
mornings welcome new students
and yoga novices year-round.
Phone: 207-326-2037, email: info@
iyengaryogamaine.com, www.
iyengaryogamaine.com
Kim Peralta
Teacher/Director

In 2017, Brooksville Historical Society has undertaken a huge project to expand and
improve our facility. The Museum has been repositioned onto a foundation, doubling
our interior and making the property more accessible. We have amazing items in our
collection, which need better presentation and preservation.
As a member of the Brooksville Historical Society, I get to work with a dedicated
group of people year-round and learn things about my hometown that I never was
aware of. After 11 years, I’m still discovering things about my own family’s history.
We have a long way to go to create a picture-perfect exterior, the basement
needs finishing to provide climatized archival space, and the main floor needs
modification as well as electrical improvements. Our goals include making a safer
environment for sensitive materials, having better access to research material,
organizing exhibit areas, doing
school and community outreach,
and providing a heated space to
work, plan, and catalogue, instead of
working in our homes all winter.
Brooksville people have worked
tirelessly to celebrate its Bicentennial.
The party is about over but history
never stops and neither should we.
That enthusiasm mustn’t fizzle come
January. WE NEED YOU! There are
countless ways we can use more
helping hands.
PHOTO BY CHRIS RAPHAEL
Lorraine Dyer, Past President

Reversing Falls Sanctuary

“There is no greater power than a community discovering what it cares about,” says Margaret Wheatley in her poem Turning to
One Another. This is what Reversing Falls Sanctuary is about – discovering what we care about and what our response will be.
We have access to this beautiful late Victorian building, thanks to the United Methodist Church. The programs offered reflect our
RFS mission – to build community bonds, support local artists and musicians, care for our earth, and welcome people on diverse
spiritual paths. Our current areas of focus are responding to the needs of the elders in our midst, exploring ways to mitigate the
effects of climate change on our local industries and neighbors, and expanding our awareness of indigenous peoples in our area.
We welcome all who walk through our doors and honor the diverse stories that each person brings. www.reversingfalls.org
Anne Ferrara, Board Member

First Baptist Church
On June 11, 2017 the First Baptist Church of Brooksville Corner was rededicated. The building was built
in 1834. The Keepers, who now own the building,
devoted years of volunteer labor to repair and renovate this historic building to its present status.
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New Books on Brooksville Now Available!

Available from the Brooksville Historical Society
Books are $20 each; $24 if mailed.
Send your order to: Brooksville Historical Society, PO Box 91, Brooksville 04617.
Checks can be made to “BHS.” Be sure to include your mailing address!

This paperback containing reprints of articles from the
eight years of The Brooksville Breeze can be purchased at
the library or through Tiffin Press of Maine.
Price of book: $15.00
Shipping and handling: $3.00
Tiffin Press of Maine
110 Jones Point Road
Brooksville 04617
or email tiffinpress@yahoo.com

Bicentennial Issues 2017
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We would like to shout out a gigantic thank you to all the
members of the Bicentennial Committee 2017: our Selectmen
John Gray, Hal Snow, and Richard Bakeman, Ray Pata,
Jane and Wally Palmer, Audrey and Berwyn Peasley, Matt
Dow, Cory, Yvonne and Brie Limeburner, Helen Condon, Don
Condon, Julie and Bobbie Cleveland, Pam Storm, Lorraine
Dyer, Barbara Kourajian, Matt Freedman, Kathleen Caldwell,
Linda Loretto, Sylvia Wilder, Alison Miner, John Altman,
Robert Carter, Barbara Blake-Chapman, Diane Harmon,
Earl and Gayle Clifford. What an amazing celebration you all
helped to create. Obviously many folks are exceedingly proud
of this special town.
Now let’s hope we can all contribute in one way or
another to continuing Brooksville’s vibrant, cooperative
community spirit well into the 21st century and beyond!
Joan MacCracken
Sheila Moir
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