Chapter J
Agricultural, Forest and Open Space Resources
1. Purpose
This section presents an overview of Brooksville’s Agricultural, Forestry and Open Space
Resources, particularly land available for natural resource utilization and the various benefits
to humans from the natural environment, such as drinkable water, productive soils and
farmlands, timber lands, etc. Specifically, this chapter:
a) describes the extent of Brooksville’s farming and forest land;
b) predicts potential future threats to this land by development and climate change;
c) assesses the effectiveness of current protective measures to preserve important
available lands for farming and forestry production; and
d) quantifies land held in the open space tax incentive program.

2. Key Findings & Issues
There was a significant increase in the number of parcels participating the Maine Open Space
tax incentive program and Farmland tax incentive program. However, while the acreage in
Open Space tax classification increased, the acreage in Farm tax classification declined. The
number of parcels in the Tree Growth tax program, as well as total acreage in that program,
declined as well. In 2013 Brooksville passed a food sovereignty ordinance resulting from
increased local interest in supporting local farmers and local self-reliance, and continuing longstanding agricultural traditions.
Climate change poses a potential long-term threat to farms and forests. Changes in
temperature and weather patterns (including periods of drought and increased heat) and
resulting changes in growing patterns indicate this phenomenon warrants further monitoring
and mitigation of the negative consequences. The most immediate threats include development
pressures and invasive plant, animal, and insect species. There has been minimal change to the
percent of Brooksville’s forest cover since the previous plan. With climate change making
agriculture difficult in other parts of the country, coupled with potential in-migration of new
residents, conservation of Brooksville’s existing and potential farmland could become very
important for local food security.

3. Key Findings & Issues from 2006 Plan
In 2006 approximately 79 percent of Brooksville’s 21,600 acres of land area was forested. The
town was home to a diverse ecosystem of tree stands comprised of softwoods and/or
hardwoods. In 2006 Brooksville slightly increased the amount of land held in preferential tree
growth tax classification and had approximately 20 farms.

Chapter J

1

4. 2018 Public Opinion Survey Results
Ninety-three percent of respondents supported agriculture and forestry related development in
2018. Respondents also strongly supported protecting agricultural lands, 83%, and forestlands,
74%.

5. Agricultural Resources
The Past:
Brooksville is home to a long tradition of sustainable agriculture and resilience. During the
height of its seafaring past (mid to late 1800s) much of the arable land in town was cleared for
small farms, often managed by wives and other family members while the men were at sea.
Grange Halls were active in promoting technical and social interaction among Brooksville’s
farming families, and local men were active participants in the Maine Board of Agriculture.
Table J-1 shows Brooksville’s agricultural production for 1863, a fairly typical year in that era,
with Brooksville being a fairly typical town in Hancock County. This was not the peak year
of agricultural production in the County: that occurred in 1880.
Table J-1
Brooksville’s agricultural production in 1863
Product

Amount

Units

Cattle, all kinds
Sheep, all kinds
Wool skins
Swine
Horses, all kinds

680
1,750
1,500
63
82

number
number
number
number
number

Wool
Butter
Cheese
Honey

6,135
3,600
500
400

pounds
pounds
pounds
pounds

Hay, all kinds

1,020

tons

Product
Corn
Wheat
Barley
Oats
Buckwheat
Potatoes
Turnips
Carrots
Beets
Apples
Beans
Peas

Amount
200
200
3,000
500
200
9,800
1,500
600
300
500
250
300

Units
bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels

Source:, Eighth Annual Report of the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, Augusta, 1864, pp. 82-83

In spite of migration of farmers to the Midwest following the Civil War, Brooksville’s small
farm tradition continued through World War 2, when “victory gardens” were a popular, both
for local self-sufficiency and also as a form of support of the nation’s war effort. Since that
time, many of the former farm fields (pasture and hay land as well as cropland) have reverted
to native tree cover. Traces of old stone walls and “rock dumps” mark where former
landowners cleared their land to make it suitable for farming.
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The Present:
Major crops for Brooksville include blueberries, vegetables, fruits, maple syrup, honey,
poultry, and some livestock. The livestock is limited to goats, pigs and until recently sheep.
There are no beef cattle or dairy cows. One of the limiting factors contributing to low poultry
and livestock production is the distance to the nearest USDA-certified slaughterhouse which is
in Gardiner 2.5 hours away.
The Farm and Open Space Act (Title 36 of Maine Registered Statutes, Sub-section (§§) 11011121 first enacted in 1975) provides tax incentives for property owners who have parcels over
five acres that meet certain conditions, such as providing a minimum income of $2000 from
agricultural production. State records from Maine Revenue Services show a 29% decrease in
Brooksville total acreage enrolled in the farmland tax program, but an increase of 27% in the
number of parcels enrolled.
Table J-2
Change in Farmland Taxation parcels in Brooksville
Year
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2021

Number of Parcels
33
33
34
25
42
39
0
42
42
42
42
41

Acres
843
772
974
973
972
972
595
536
299
599
598
576

Sources:Maine Revenue Service: Municipal Valuation Return Statistical Summary,
2009 – 2019: 2021 from Town of Brooksville Municipal Valuation Return.
Parcels in 2015 and acres in 2017 remain an unexplained anomaly.

In 2006 there were 19 Brooksville farms participating in USDA-sponsored programs, but that
number has decreased recently. Comparison of this data with the number of parcels
participating in the state farmland tax program indicates that there are a number of small farms
in Brooksville that are active producers but not participating in USDA programs. This is
important, because federal (USDA) resources are allocated to states depending on number of
farms as well as acreage devoted to farming.
Brooksville has been an important location of the “back to the land” migrations of the 1950s70s, resulting in many books written and published on that topic that had their origins here.
Harborside is the location of the Good Life Center, which offers community learning events,
and a model for environmentally sustainable living. Four Season Farm is an internationally
known example of maximizing cultivable soil and year-round growing techniques.
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In 2013, the voters passed the Local Food and Community Self-Governance Ordinance, for the
purpose of articulating the right of residents “to produce, process, sell, purchase and consume
local foods, thus promoting self-reliance, the preservation of family farms, and local food
traditions.” More recently, the town’s potential agricultural production has been promoted by
the Tent Project, a local initiative to engage Brooksville students in understanding the farm-totable process, as well as providing food sovereignty and security via fresh produce at school
lunch. The school also runs a popular summer garden camp that teaches youth gardening
techniques. This summer camp is an extension of year round agricultural arts program offered
at the elementary school.
The Future:
The USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) provides national level soil
survey data and an analysis of soils best suited for agricultural production. This data is further
analyzed by Maine’s Department of Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry (DACF), providing
an accurate account of the soil types and conditions throughout Maine. The rating considers
factors that include soil type, drainage, bedrock geology and amount of glacial erratic and other
rock deposition in the soils. Farmland considered “Prime” has few limitations to successful
farming, whereas Farmland of State Importance may have some limitations but they can
largely be overcome through management strategies and appropriate crop selection.
Table J-3
Agricultural Soils in Brooksville
Category
Acreage
Percent Total Land Area
Prime Farmland Soil
405
2%
Farmland of State Importance
4,813
23%
Total
5,218
25%
Maine Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Municipal Planning Assistance Program
& USDA Web-Soil Survey Data – 2020

5,218 acres may not seem like a lot, but according to various calculations, it would feed 1,0001,700 customers of a CSA (Community Supported Agriculture effort that provides vegetables
to subscribers).
Map J-1 shows the areas with soils potentially well suited for farmland in Brooksville, overlaid
on the town tax map. This map, prepared by the Maine Farmland Trust, uses the soil data from
NRCS and DACF. Table J-4 gives the soil type code from the map, the soil descriptive name,
and the types of crops that can be successfully grown on that type of soil, given proper
management for drainage, irrigation, and soil amendments as needed. The DACF and the
NRCS caution that any soil map requires site-specific field verification, as there may be
significant irregularities on a portion of the designated land due to local geology.
This map is presented to guide owners of the land that is designated as good farmland to
investigate the potential of the land they own, before creating irreversible changes that would
prevent farming in the future. Good farmland is on relatively level terrain that is already
cleared of trees and is thus attractive for development. Furthermore, good farmland soil is often
well suited for construction owing to its being well drained and having minimal rocks and
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boulders and ledge requiring removal. An exception to this is if the soil is excessively well
drained, as septic fields can contaminate the groundwater.
Map J-1

Brooksville, Maine

Soils & Tax Parcels

Ü

Source: Esri, Maxar, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics,
CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and

Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance
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Table J-4
Key to Farmland Map J-1
Symbol

Full Name
Suited For*
FARMLAND OF STATEWIDE IMPORTANCE
Adams loamy sand,
cultivated crops, wild blueberries,
AdB
0 to 8 percent slopes
softwoods
Buxton silt loam,
BwC
hay, pasture, softwoods
8 to 15 percent slopes
Colton gravelly sandy loam,
blueberries, hay, pasture, cultivated crops,
CoB
0 to 8 percent slopes
softwoods
Hermon-Monadnock complex,
cultivated crops, hay, pasture, blueberries,
HmB
3 to 8 percent slopes
hardwoods
Lamoine silt loam,
LaB
cultivated crops, hay, pasture, softwoods
3 to 8 percent slopes
Lamoine-Scantic complex,
LbB
hay, pasture, softwoods
0 to 8 percent slopes
Lamoine-Scantic-Buxton
LCB
softwoods
association, gently sloping
Marlow fine sandy loam,
cultivated crops, wild blueberries, hay,
MaC
8 to 15 percent slopes
pasture, hardwoods
Nicholville very fine sandy loam,
cultivated crops, wild blueberries, hay,
NcB
3 to 8 percent slopes
pasture, hardwoods
Nicholville very fine sandy loam,
cultivated crops, wild blueberries, hay,
NcC
8 to 15 percent slopes
pasture, hardwoods
Sheepscot sandy loam,
cultivated crops wild blueberries, hay,
SmB
0 to 8 percent slopes
pasture, hardwoods
Tunbridge-Lyman complex,
cultivated crops, wild blueberries, hay,
TuC
8 to 15 percent slopes
pasture, hardwoods
Tunbridge-Lyman-Marlow
TWC
hay, pasture, hardwoods, softwoods
complex, strongly sloping
PRIME FARMLAND
Dixfield fine sandy loam,
cultivated crops, wild blueberries, hay,
DaB
3 to 8 percent slopes
pasture, hardwoods
Dixfield-Colonel complex,
cultivated crops, wild blueberries, hay,
DsB
3 to 8 percent slopes
pasture, hardwoods
Tunbridge-Lyman complex,
cultivated crops, wild blueberries, hay,
TuB
3 to 8 percent slopes
pasture, hard and softwoods
* After site-specific survey, drainage, irrigation and soil amendments as needed.
Information from "Soil Survey of Hancock County Area, Maine", USDA publication, 1988

Two new dynamics likely will impact Brooksville’s existing and potential farmland. Heat,
drought and pest infestation elsewhere in the U.S. could shift a portion of food production to
more temperate parts of the country, such as Maine. In addition, climate risks in high-heat and
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flood-prone parts of the country will continue to make Maine increasingly popular for
residential, commercial and industrial development, as well as agricultural development.
Those factors underscore the importance of Brooksville adopting land-use policies that
appropriately balance economically beneficial agricultural production, appropriate residential
and commercial development, and conservation of land that mitigates the negative effects of
climate change by storing excess carbon dioxide.

6. Forestry Resources
Brooksville is predominately forested. Due to slow rates of development and growth, much of
the town’s forestland remains intact with no significant decreases in the canopy cover since
2006. Recent events which have spurred a sudden interest in moving to rural Maine may
change this reality. Brooksville could experience a decrease in forested land available for
timber harvest, should development follow increased in-migration of new residents seeking
Brooksville’s high quality of life and strong community. It is also possible that these new
residents might increase the number of acres of forested land, although not for timber
harvesting purposes, if previously cleared land is allowed to grow back into forests. If some of
the new residents are interested in farming, it is also possible that land that was formerly
cleared for farming but has since reverted to forest, may once again be cleared for agriculture.
Brooksville’s forests are comprised of a mix of temperate deciduous and northern coniferous
species. This diversity is not necessarily simply an act of nature. It is also furthered by human
interaction with the local environment. Activities such as sustainable farming, responsibly
managed timber harvesting, gardening and other human activity can in fact promote increased
biological diversity in general, and diversity of forest species in particular. Species diversity is
normally considered a stabilizing force against future environmental change.
Forestry Resource Threat Analysis:
Brooksville has not experienced large-scale clearcutting of its forests within recent decades.
Most tree cutting is associated with single unit dwellings. But, there are many threats to the
forest canopy beside unsustainable timber harvest or reallocation to other uses such as housing
and farming.
Significant threats are already manifesting in areas such as Cape Rosier, due to past
clearcutting, shallow depth to bedrock, and insect infestations. Particularly vulnerable are
abandoned farmland and old forest clearcuts that have grown rapidly into an even-age stand of
softwoods now reaching or past maturity and subject to insect damage. This has resulted in
some timber stands subject to blowdowns, which are not only unsightly but also a fire hazard.
Individual landowners are faced with a serious and costly management problem on these
parcels.
Climate change also poses potential future threats to the forest resources. These include an
increase in invasive species, increased pathogenic diseases, and new types of insect
infestations. Sustained high heat events due to climate change weaken species adapted to a
former, colder year-round climate.
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New insect infestations include the browntail moth, which targets hardwoods (especially apple
and oak) and hemlock wooly adelgid (recently found in Mount Desert). Past infestations
include the forest tent caterpillar that damaged many trees near Walker Pond; spruce bark
beetle that has affected trees on Cape Rosier and elsewhere; gypsy moth that decimates oaks;
and apple tree borers, which make it difficult to establish new orchards without the use of
significant pesticides. Also threatening Brooksville’s forests are diseases such as various
blights and rusts affecting hardwoods and softwoods. A listing and description of these threats
(and many others) is available from the Maine Department of Agriculture.
The Tree Growth Tax program in Brooksville:
The Tree Growth Tax program was enacted into law in 1972 to help Maine landowners
maintain their property as productive woodlands, and to broadly support Maine’s wood
products industry. Enrollment requires that the landowner have at least 10 acres managed
primarily for production of commercial forest products, and that the landowner adopt a
Woodland Management Plan, describing “well planned harvests”. There are tax penalties for
withdrawing the land from the program.
Table J-5 shows that in Brooksville, the number of parcels and acres enrolled in the program
has decreased significantly since 2015, particularly hardwood acres.
Table J-5
Tree Growth Tax Parcels in Brooksville
Year
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2021

Number of
Softwood
MixedHardwood
Total
Parcels
Parcels
Acres
Wood Acres
Acres
Withdrawn
23
629
359
118
1,097
0
20
569
412
118
1,098
3
18
599
362
102
1,012
0
18
549
362
102
1,012
0
15
354
365
37
755
3
14
400
210
39
648
1
Maine Revenue Service: Municipal Valuation Return Statistical Summary, 2015 – 2019
2021 from Town of Brooksville Municipal Valuation Return

In common with residents in almost all rural towns in Maine, Brooksville’s landowners
occasionally harvest timber commercially on their land, and there are commercial loggers
residing in town. The Maine Forest Service keeps track of commercial harvests as part of the
Forest Practices Act. This law largely prevents “liquidation harvesting” (clearcutting with an
intent to sell the land afterward), encourages practices that promote regeneration, and generally
protects the health of the forest, an important resource for the state. To implement this law, the
Forest Service requires various permits and keeps track of harvests by municipality. Table J-6
shows the recorded harvests for Brooksville since 1991.
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Table J-6
Tree harvest data for Brooksville

Source: Maine Forest Service
Some of the harvested acreage was enrolled in the tree growth tax incentive program, and some
was not. Because the individual reports are confidential, information on distribution between
these categories is not available. What can be gathered from the data in this table is that the
total acreage subjected to harvest in any given year has been, at a maximum, less than 2% of
the land area of the Town, and on the average is less than 1% annually over the 28 years of
data in the table. Clearcutting is minimal in Brooksville: there was only one year where
clearcut acreage exceeded 10 acres. (Shelterwood harvesting is a method that promotes forest
growth by removing undesirable species, leaving a large percentage of mature trees standing
for the purpose of seeding a new understory.)
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7. Open Space in Brooksville
The Farm and Open Space Act mentioned previously provides for open space classification,
which can be used to protect forested and other areas. There are no minimum parcel size
requirements or income metrics. However, the property must meet conditions of providing a
public benefit. There is a long list of such public benefits that help to qualify a parcel: see
Table J-7. The amount of the tax benefit depends on how the land is classified: “Ordinary”
open space, Public Access, Permanently Protected, Forever Wild, or Managed Forest. Public
Access results in the greatest tax benefit to the landowner, but it is important to understand that
not all parcels in the open space program permit public access. If a tax benefit has been
granted, there are financial penalties for withdrawing the land from the program. Table J-8
shows that in Brooksville, both number of parcels and acreage enrolled in the Open Space
program has increased. Map J-2 shows the locations of all the Farm, Open Space and Tree
Growth tax properties as well as those parcels protected by the State, Blue Hill Heritage Trust,
and Maine Coast Heritage Trust. Another discussion of public access open space is found in
Chapter F (Recreation and Health).

Table J-8
Change in Open Space Taxation parcels in Brooksville
Year
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2021

Number of Parcels
31
34
35
38
38
38
38
39
38
38
40
42

Acres
1371
1439
1439
1439
1439
1439
1439
1502
1549
1655
1659
1899

Maine Revenue Service: Municipal Valuation Return Statistical Summary, 2009 – 2019
2021 from Town of Brooksville Municipal Valuation Return
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Table J-7
Public Benefit Criteria for Open Space
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

The importance of the land by virtue of its size or uniqueness in the vicinity or proximity to
extensive development or comprising an entire landscape feature
The likelihood that development of the land would contribute to degradation of the scenic,
natural, historic or archaeological character of the area
The opportunity of the general public to appreciate significant scenic values of the land
The opportunity for regular and substantial use of the land by the general public for recreational
or educational use
The importance of the land in preserving a local or regional landscape or resource that attracts
tourism or commerce to the area
The likelihood that the preservation of the land as undeveloped open space will provide
economic benefit to the town by limiting municipal expenditures required to service
development
Whether the land is included in an area designated as open space land or resource protection
land on a comprehensive plan or in a zoning ordinance or on a zoning map as finally adopted
The existence of a conservation easement, other legally enforceable restriction, or ownership by
a nonprofit entity committed to conservation of the property that will permanently preserve the
land in its natural, scenic or open character
The proximity of other private or public conservation lands protected by permanent easement
or ownership by governmental or nonprofit entities committed to conservation of the property
The likelihood that protection of the land will contribute to the ecological viability of a local,
state or national park, nature preserve, wildlife refuge, wilderness area or similar protected area
The existence on the land of habitat for rare, endangered or threatened species of animals, fish
or plants, or of a high quality example of a terrestrial or aquatic community
The consistency of the proposed open space use with public programs for scenic preservation,
wildlife preservation, historic preservation, game management or recreation in the region
The identification of the land or of outstanding natural resources on the land by a legislatively
mandated program, on the state, local or federal level, as particular areas, parcels, land types or
natural resources for protection
Whether the land contains historic or archaeological resources listed in the National Register of
Historic Places or is determined eligible for such a listing by the Maine Historic Preservation
Commission, either in its own right or as contributing to the significance of an adjacent historic
or archaeological resource listed, or eligible to be listed, in the National Register of Historic
Places
Whether there is a written management agreement between the landowner and the department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Whether the land is maintained in accordance with criteria that are adopted under local
ordinance that provide for preserving the integrity of historically important structures or
conserving a scenic view
Source: Maine Revenue Services, Property Tax Division, 2017
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Map J-2
Parcels in open space, tree growth and farmland tax incentive program
(placeholder map)

Source: Town tax records. Additional conservation properties from the records of the Blue Hill and Maine Coast
Heritage Trusts. One small parcel near Goose Falls is the only parcel in town taking advantage of the Working
Waterfront tax incentive program
NOTE: This map is a simplification. Parcels enrolled in one of the tax incentive programs MAY or MAY NOT
also be protected by a conservation easement or covenant, or by ownership by a conservation organization. Also,
a parcel may have more than one type of protection, and part of the parcel may not have any protection, e.g. a
residence area. The tax incentive classification can be reversed upon payment of penalties: protection by an
easement or a covenant, or ownership by a conservation organization, can generally be considered permanent.
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8. Adequacy of Existing Measures to Protect Farmland, Forest
Land and Open Space
Adding all the 2019 acreage enrolled in the farm, open space, and tree growth tax incentive
programs shows that the resulting 3,012 acres represented about 14% of Brooksville’s total
land area. (For 2021 the acreage is slightly larger: 3,123 acres). In a part of the state that is on
the verge of potential change in land use, the penalties for premature removal of land from
these programs may be preventing more landowners from taking advantage of them, although
the trend is toward more parcels being enrolled in open space. The total acreage in these tax
incentive programs does not represent the total amount of protected acreage in town. The
Holbrook Island Sanctuary alone comprises another 1,345 acres of open space in Brooksville
(Holbrook Island itself is not in the town), and there are numerous additional protected
acreages owned by the Blue Hill Heritage Trust and the Maine Coast Heritage Trust, or
protected under conservation easements held by these entities. Some of these open space
parcels permit some level of farming activities and sustainable timber harvesting. Some
conservation easements permit one or two residential structures as well. Quite a few allow
public access. The details differ with each easement.
There are other measures that could be applied to increase protection of agricultural and
forested lands. Some of these measures have implications for the ability of landowners to
optimize their personal use of the land, which is a longstanding local tradition not easily set
aside. Such measures include designated farming districts, and development restrictions on
prime soil areas. A more realistic approach includes convincing landowners of the importance
of conserving their best farm and forestland for the future; working with conservation groups
on easements; and increased housing density on non-farm soils through creative development
approaches. (See Chapter C – Housing.)

9. Regional Issues
Brooksville, along with all neighboring towns, faces a threat from climate change and invasive
plant and animal species. All towns on the Blue Hill peninsula will need to coordinate to
protect vital forest habitats and canopy covers so as not to create large habitat gaps that
ultimately undermine the wider biodiversity of the region. Protection of farmland is also a
regional issue, likely to become more important for local food security than is currently widely
understood.
Recently, an initiative has commenced to quantify and enhance the atmospheric carbon dioxide
reduction potential of Maine forestland and open space. This effort is being spearheaded by
the Governor’s Task Force on the Creation of a Forest Carbon Program. In a draft report
issued August 25, 2021, the Task Force examined the potential for increased enrollment in the
tree growth and open space programs through increasing the tax benefit of doing so. One very
interesting and important concept in this draft report is a recommendation for the State to help
towns make up the lost revenue when land is placed in these programs.
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10. Goals & Objectives
GOAL: Brooksville will preserve agricultural and forested land for production and
benefit to future generations and promote increased local agricultural activity to ensure
food security and sovereignty.
Policy
Strategy
Responsible Party(ies)
Timeline
Support local
ordinances that address
the above goal.

Create an Agriculture
Conservation and
Enhancement
committee (ACEC)

Anticipate threats posed
by climate change and
other environmental
factors.
Anticipate potential
impacts to farmland and
forest cover posed by
increased residential or
commercial
development.

Protect local agriculture
and forestry industry in
Brooksville.

Research similar towns
and their approaches to
find appropriate models
for Brooksville.
Engage local
stakeholders (farmers,
non-profits, food related
businesses) to study the
opportunities and threats
to the farmland resource:
make recommendations
in concert with the
Climate Change
committee, Housing
committee and Planning
Board
Coordinate between
local farmers and
foresters, with the Sea
Level Rise and Climate
Change Committee
Work with Planning
Board, HCPC and
HCSWCD to assess
proposed development
impacts and
effectiveness of current
subdivision ordinance to
ensure the above goal is
achieved.
Ensure “right to farm”
and “right to harvest
timber” policies are in
place to limit nuisance
complaints by existing
or potential
development.

Select Board and/or their
Designee(s),
Hancock County Soil &
Water Conservation District
(HCSWCD)

Immediate and
On-going

Select Board

Immediate and
On-going

Select Board,
Brooksville Sea Level Rise
and Climate Change
Committee

Immediate and
On-going

Select Board, Planning
Board, HCPC, HCSWCD

Select Board, Planning
Board, ACEC

Immediate and
On-going

Immediate and
On-going

Table continues on next page
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Policy

Support the local
agriculture and forestry
industry in Brooksville.

Optimize economic use
of farmland.

Inform landowners
(particularly new
residents) on the
agriculture and forestry
resources of their
parcels
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Strategy

Responsible Party(ies)

Promote local producers
and farmers markets at a
regional and statewide
level, particularly
through the Acadia
Gateway Center and
other tourism resources
– promoting Agritourism.
Identify opportunities
for fallow farmland to be
put back into productive
use for crops that
increase food security
and agricultureemployment
opportunities.
Develop a pamphlet
with this objective,
which describes the
benefits of
understanding what their
parcel has to offer and
listing sources of more
information and
professional assistance.
Publicize and circulate
the pamphlet.
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Select Board, HCPC,
Downeast Acadia Regional
Tourism, Interested Farmers
Market Groups, ACEC

Select Board, Planning
Board, HCPC, HCSWCD,
ACEC

Planning board, HCSWCD,
Soil Conservation Service,
Extension Service, ACEC

Timeline

Immediate and
On-going

Immediate and
On-going

Immediate and
On-going

